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MQ-1B ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION RELEASED 
 

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Va. – An MQ-1B Predator remotely piloted aircraft crashed 

September 4, 2017, in the U.S. Central Command area of responsibility while forward-deployed 

and participating in a combat support mission.  At the time of the mishap, the aircraft was being 

operated by an aircrew from the 432d Air Expeditionary Wing, Creech Air Force Base, Nevada.   

According to an Air Combat Command Abbreviated Accident Investigation Board report 

released today, the cause of the mishap was a lost link event followed by an inability to 

reestablish link for unknown reasons. A lost link event occurs when the aircraft crew loses 

satellite link with the aircraft.  Evidence indicated the aircrew permanently lost the ability to 

monitor and control the aircraft while flying medium altitude approximately 16 hours into the 

mission. The aircraft wreckage was not recovered, so hardware could not be analyzed.  

Loss of government property is valued at approximately $4 million. There were no 

known injuries or damage to private property, and there was insufficient evidence of any 

substantially contributing factors. 

For more information, contact Air Combat Command Public Affairs at (757) 764-5007 or 

via e-mail at accpa.operations@us.af.mil. 

 

 

 

News Release 
Air Combat Command Headquarters 

Public Affairs Directorate 
115 Thompson Street, Suite 211 

Joint Base Langley-Eustis, Va. 23665-1987 
Main Line: (757) 764-5007 

Email: accpa.operations@us.af.mil  
  
 
 

   

mailto:accpa.operations@us.af.mil
mailto:accpa.operations@us.af.mil

