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AIR COMBAT COMMAND DECLARES FULL OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY FOR F-22A
LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Va. – Air Combat Command announced today the successful culmination for the F-22A Raptor’s operational status, declaring the Air Force’s first fifth generation fighter as achieving Full Operational Capability.

“After years of collaborative effort, a key milestone for the F-22A has been reached,” said Gen. John D.W. Corley, ACC commander in declaring FOC.  “The integrated 1st Fighter Wing and 192nd Fighter Wing team at Langley possess sufficient Raptors, equipment and trained Airmen to provide Air Dominance for the Joint Force for many years to come.”

FOC signifies the Raptor has fulfilled all performance and operational requirements for the weapon system. It further affirms the entire program, from the aircraft to the pilots and maintenance crews, is ready for a myriad of operations, including employment in a wartime environment.  

General Corley said the Raptor’s success at Langley with the integration of active duty and Guard Airmen is the showcase example of ACC’s shared vision with Air Force leadership for the Total Force Integration of tomorrow.

-- more --
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“1st Fighter Wing active duty and 192nd Fighter Wing Virginia Guard Airmen fly and maintain the world's premier 5th generation fighter with seamless integration, superior dedication and unmatched synergy,” said General Corley.  “Team Langley represents the type of readiness and organization we need to maintain a dominant Joint Total Force for the future.  The Raptor’s unique combination of stealth, speed, agility, precision and situational awareness combined with air-to-ground and air-to-air combat capabilities make it the best overall fighter in the world.” 
There are a total of 40 F-22As assigned to Langley, both at the 27th and 94th Fighter Squadrons.  The wing currently has 80 Raptor pilots including members of the Virginia Air National Guard’s 192nd Fighter Wing who are integrated with the 1st Fighter Wing.
Note to editors: Leaders from the 1st Fighter Wing and 192nd Fighter Wing will be available to discuss today’s FOC announcement during a media availability on Thursday, Dec. 13, at Langley Air Force Base.  For more information and to RSVP, contact the ACC Public Affairs office at (757)764-5007 or e-mail accpa.operations@langley.af.mil.

--end--
