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ACC Aerial Events Team

Sched Team: Larry Schleser

      Aerial Events     Air Force Heritage Flight Foundation
Office: 757-764-8346 / DSN 574-8346,  E-mail:  acc.a3ta@us.af.mil                   Phone: 720-363-5917

Flyovers, etc: Keith Orlando

Recruiting: TSgt Dyzel Walton

MAAS / AGE: Dan Young

Chief: Steven “Hairy” Saks

Sched Team: Jason Fleegal   

Ops Production: Steve Bultman Flyovers, etc: Rich Musselman
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F-16 VIPER
Shaw AFB, SC

Maj Taylor “FEMA” Hiester
 Demo Pilot

MSgt Deandra Baker 
Superintendent
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F-22 RAPTOR
Joint Base Langley-Eustis, VA

MSgt Brady Pummel
Incoming Superintendent

Capt Nicholas “Laz” LeTourneau
Incoming Demo Pilot
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F-35 LIGHTNING
Hill AFB, UT

TBD
Demo Pilot

TBD
Superintendent
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Air Force Heritage Flight Foundation

Steven Hinton
Chino, CA

Bruce “Doc” Winter
San Antonio, TX

Greg “B.A.” Anders
Bellingham, WA

Jim Beasley
West Chester, PA

Charles “Tuna” Hainline 
Houston, TX

Dan Friedkin
Houston, TX

Tommy “Limiter” Williams
Ft. Worth, TX
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A3TA: What We Do
• Single point of contact for ACC Aerial Events

• ACC Single Ship Demo Teams
• ACC aircraft event participation
• Flyover approval for ACC assets at any event

• Manage USAF Heritage Flight Program (HFP) & 
coordinate participation

• Work issues for ACC demo & HFP air show support 
• Assess air show support of ACC demo & HFP assets 

against Support Manual
• Mobile Aircraft Arresting Systems (MAAS) and 

Aerospace Ground Equipment (AGE) Assistance
• HQ ACC Thunderbird Liaison (admin staffing only)
• Provide guidance as Aerial Event Subject Matter Expert
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ACC Demo Team and HF Scheduling
• Demo (~60 air shows) and HF (~50 air shows) supported in 2025; plus:

• Heritage Flight (HF)-only events (Sporting, etc.)
• Overseas air or air and trade shows 

• Rationale for shows selected
• Recruiting Service / MAJCOM priorities, Crowd Size
• Location (team member hometown shows = recruiting and outreach value)
• Airfield Suitability (Arresting gear, runway size, distance to crowd restrictions, etc.)
• Past Support Manual adherence 
• Thunderbirds schedule
• Special AF Interest  (Pilot Training Base, HQ AF Event, etc.)

• Email Demo Schedulers:  ACC.A3TA.Single-ShipDemo@us.af.mil and 
ACC/A3TA@us.af.mil 

mailto:ACC.A3TA.Single-ShipDemo@us.af.mil
mailto:ACC.A3TA.Single-ShipDemo@us.af.mil
mailto:ACC.A3TA.Single-ShipDemo@us.af.mil
mailto:ACC/A3TA@us.af.mil
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• ACC does not budget for / fund support for overseas events! 

• Regional combatant command (PACOM, SOUTHCOM, etc.), MAJCOM, and/or the 
airshow must be able to collectively fund:
• Transportation for team personnel from home station and back
• Required airlift / tanker costs for jet movements
• Lodging and local transportation
• Aircraft arresting system installation (if req’d)
• etc.

ACC Demo Team and HF Scheduling
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• Demo, HF, and ACC Staff are one team
• Demo and HF park aircraft together
• Plan vehicle parking space for at least 3 

vehicles 
• At aircraft to temporarily drop off 

equipment and personnel
• Require short walk from aircraft to vehicle 

parking throughout show

• Plan for:
• An HF warbird if you get an ACC Demo Jet
• HF “profile” is five passes (~10 minutes)
• Total show ~30 minutes

ACC Demo Team and HF
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• 2026 Single-Ship Demo Team Requests Due 1 July 2025

• 2027 Thunderbirds CONUS/Alaska/Canada Requests Due 1 July 2025 
• Contact Mr. Micheal “Teddy” Rux; USAFADS/DOX michael.rux@us.af.mil for 

more information

•      Submit DD Form 2535 for Event Eligibility Approval via SAF/PA website
•www.airshows.pa.hq.af.mil

•   Requests must be submitted by the event organizer, not a contractor, unless    
    written consent is provided in advance to SAF/PAY by the event organizer.   
    Contact SAF/PAY for more information, aerialevents@us.af.mil 

2026/27 Request Suspenses

mailto:michael.rux@us.af.mil
http://www.airshows.pa.hq.af.mil/
http://www.airshows.pa.hq.af.mil/
mailto:aerialevents@us.af.mil
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Non-Demo Flyover and Static Requests

• Submit DD Form 2535 for Event Eligibility Approval via SAF/PA website
• www.airshows.pa.hq.af.mil

• Send a request email directly to the wings approximately 60-90 days out 
so unit schedulers can confirm the event is supportable
• www.airshows.pa.hq.af.mil/PublicSite/index.cfm?fwa=findaircraft
• Units and HQ will make updates on the SAF/PA website when a unit volunteers / 

when it is approved for participation
• If you are approved for unusual requests … send a copy of your FAA waiver or 

status of the waiver with the request
• Remotely Piloted Aircraft flyovers:

• SECDEF approval is required!
• Drawn out HQ AF process….historically denied but SECDEF has final say
• MQ-9 flyover requests should be submitted by Wing Commanders to ACC NLT four 

months prior to the proposed public event if you want a chance at success
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Support Manual
• Required items: complete NLT 45 (60 for F-35) days before event
• Download from our website or request electronic copy

• www.acc.af.mil/Home/Aerial-Events
• Support Manual includes (but not limited to):  

• Lodging and transportation requirements
• Runway, airspace, and security requirements
• Length of Demo and Heritage Flight performances
• Pyro and flare procedures 
• Securing AGE and support equipment (ACC fighter and warbird)
• Hangar space / lightning protection
• PR / media and Recruiting support 
• Aircraft Arresting System requirements (proximity and manning)

• Contact your ACC Aerial Events POC early but…
• Please read the Support Manual first!!
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Traditional Support Problems
• Failure to read Support Manual

• Don’t wait for release of 2025 Support Manual. Review 2024 version now, and 120 / 
90 / 45 days out!

• 2025 will be posted on our web site upon completion

• A3TA will send a copy to shows that are scheduled for a demo and/or HF when complete  

• Changes from 2024 will be highlighted at the beginning of the Support Manual under the 
“Changes” page
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Traditional Support Problems
• Failure to fully coordinate for Mobile Aircraft Arresting System (MAAS) 

installation (if req’d) in a timely manner 
• Coordinating with installation teams and airfields takes several months

• Airfield open? Required manning scheduled? Crash / fire / rescue? 

• Know the cost going in and make a decision to continue ASAP

• Failure to plan for MAAS to get “certified” by a non-team jet

• Failure to acquire all required AGE equipment 
• See Support Manual

• We know it can be a challenge, and we can help. Work with demo team and ACC!
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Traditional Support Problems
• Treating warbirds as a separate team

• Review warbird info in Support Manual for details. 

• Make sure they are written into Base EALs or on-demand escorts are available

• HFF Warbirds are part of the ACC team!

• Cumbersome travel for crews to / from staging locations
• Time spent traveling is less time for crowd interaction, required rest, and 

maintenance

• Hotel or parking locations too far away or in unsafe areas

• Ramp security not meeting requirement or worse….civilians wandering 
on the ramp without proper security or our personnel present
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Traditional Support Problems
• Forgetting about ACC Staff …

• ACC staff must have access equal to ACC performers

• This includes providing transportation, maps, parking, credentials, etc., so we can 
do our jobs and oversee our teams and assets

Bottom Line:  Call us when problems arise!
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• ACC aircraft require 24-hour security
• F-22 and F-35 have “robust” security requirements

• See support manual for details and talk with the team POCs

• The U.S. threat environment is complex
• “Soft target” attacks more common than “hard target” attacks

• Difficult to detect / interdict tactics 

• Airshow / Open House security is challenging in best case scenario
• Bases relax “hard target” security to facilitate event

• These “unsophisticated tactics” are executable by anyone / extremely 
difficult to prevent!

Security Concerns
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• Issues? We can’t help if we don’t know there is a problem! 
• Let us know directly -or-  
• Let us know through ICAS if you wish to remain anonymous

• Reminder: DD Form 2535s are due to SAF/PAY BY 1 Jul 25 for:
• Single-Ship Demo or Heritage Flight requests for CY25 airshows
• CY27 Thunderbirds requests (it’s never too early!)
• www.airshows.pa.hq.af.mil, email: aerialevents@us.af.mil 

• Once 2535 approved, contact ACC/A3TA to discuss single-ship demo teams
• A3TA Web Site: https://www.acc.af.mil/Home/Aerial-Events/
• A3TA Phone: 757-764-8346

• Keep us informed on the status of your event…we are here to help!

Summary

http://www.airshows.pa.hq.af.mil/
http://www.airshows.pa.hq.af.mil/
mailto:aerialevents@us.af.mil
https://www.acc.af.mil/Home/Aerial-Events/
https://www.acc.af.mil/Home/Aerial-Events/
https://www.acc.af.mil/Home/Aerial-Events/
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