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way, I decided that the lack of for-
ward visibility made a formation
approach the least risky option. So
we aborted the approach and
asked Racer 41 to lead us down
for a formation approach. Mobile
control suggested an approach end
arrestment. We agreed and
lowered the hook. Trickey started
reading off the appropriate check-
list even before I could ask for it. I
reminded Racer 41 to keep his
approach aim point short. The
SOF recommended that he bring
us down as low as he safely and
comfortably could without touch-
ing down himself. We then coordi-
nated our missed arrestinent plan
with mobile control. In the event
the hook skipped, we would exe
cute a touch and go, rejoin, and
try it all again.

As we neared the airport
boundary, I began to crosscheck
the left edge of the runway, so 1
might have some level of direc-
tional control in the event of &
“Bolter.” As a result, my forma-
tion flving suffered and T drifted

high. Seeing this, 41 shortened his

approach aim point even further

in an attempt to drag me down to

a proper profile. His corrective

action had the desired resyll. We

touiched down 500 to 600’ short of
the barrier—ijust slightly right of
center line, We felt the hook catch
the cable, and mobile transmitted

a oonfirmation of our successiul

engageiment. Egress on the runway

was uneventful following confir-
mation the canopy was safe toopen.

LESSONS LEARNED:

1. Avoid chanpelired atten-
tion. | spent too much tme
clearing for VFR traffic out the
left side without a break to
look forward.

2. During the first half of tins
emergency, [ concentrated far
too much of my attention in-
side the cockpit. Climbing
higher and having my back-
sedter speak directly to the
SOF would have eliminated
much confusion and put me in
touch with a valuahle resource
—the suppart of my ground

team. ['had my reasons for
staying low, but they caused
me to under utilize a valuable
asset.

3. The exposed skin 'on my neck
suffered the greatest damage;
from now an [ will wear a tur-
tleneck whenever temperature
permits. The value of fiying
“mask up and visor down”
goes without saving.

4. While we coordinated the use of
“Bolter” as a code word far
missed engagement. we had no
such code word for a success-
ful attempt. A simple call, such
as "Good Trap, Good Trap”
would eliminate confusion
about what 18 being said at this
critical time.

SUMMARY: Regrardiess of

whether or not this incident was

awidable or what mistakes might
have been made dealing with it,
one thing is certain: Team effort
had a marked effect on guarantes
ing a safe conclusion. All of the
player’s contributions cannot be
undevestimated.






User
Typewritten Text
Letters to the editor 




User
Typewritten Text
chock talk 







User
Typewritten Text
standard is standard, isn't it?

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text










User
Typewritten Text
F-15 Eagle








b CER o B o b i

Prepare for a hurricane

hen a watch is issued
# Check supplies:

» Transistor radio with fresh batteries. Have
enough batteries to last several days.

o Flashlights, candles or lamps, matches. Store
matches in waterproof container, Have lantern fuel
for several days. Know how to use safely.

» Full tank of gasoline, Fill your vehicle up as soon
as a hurricane watch is issued. When there is no elec-
tricity, gas pumps won't work.

o Canned goods, nonperishable foods and a non-
electric can opener. Store packaged foods that don't
need to be cooket or refrigerated.

« Containers for drinking water. Have clean, air-
tight containers to store sufficient drinking water (4%
gallon/person/day) for several days.

e Materials to protect glass openings. Have shut-
o or lumber for large windows and doors and
masking tape for small windows,

= Materials for emergency repairs. Your insurance
policy may cover cost of materials used in temporary
repairs, eo keep all receipts, These will also be helpful
for any income tax deductions,

s Fire extinguisher.

20

» Prepare a sepamte survival Kit to take if ordered to
evacuate that meludes: first-aid kit, nonperishable
fondds, eating utensils and can opener, bottled water
(Ve gallon/persen/day), medications, eyeglasses, hear-
ing aids, hatteries, radio, flashlight, diapers and for-
mula, sleeping bags or blankets, change of warm
clothing, ice cooler with ice and lightweight folding
chairs (in case you wind up at a shelter).

o Refill prescription drugs.

» Make arrangements to stay with relatives or
friends further inland if crdered to evacuate—gee
sheolters as a last resort.

o Make arrangements for pets—they can't go to
shelters.

When a warning is issued

e Listen constantly to radio. Plot hurricane position
on 4 map as advisories are given. Discount rumors
and use telephone sparingly.

# If you live in a mobile home, check tie-downs and
leave immediately for a safer place.

® Prepare for high winds. Brace your garage door,
lower antennas. Be prepared to make repairs.

o Anchor or bring in outside objects; garbage cans,
awnings, loose garden tools, toys and lawn furniture.
» Protect glass openings. Bumﬂupm’shuﬂwlarga
windows. Tape exposed glass to reduce shattering.
Draw drapes across windows and doors to protect
against {lving glass.

¢ Move b sats on trailers close to house, Fill boats
with water to weight them down. Lash securely to
trailer and use tie-downs to anchor trafler to the
ground or house.

« Check mooring lines on hoats in water, then leave
them.

= Store valuables in waterproof containers.

o Prepare for tornadoees and floods.

September 1990
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CLASS A MISHAPS

AIRCREW FATALITIES
* (N THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS
« OUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS
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AFR
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MONTH OCT | NOV | DEC | JAN | FEB AR | APR | MAY | JUN | JUL

TACS TOP 5 thru JUL 1990

507_TAIRCW
1 TFW
4 TFW
363 TFW

56 TTW

119 FIG ' | 552 AWACW
147 FIG | 28 AD

110 TASG USAFTAWC
177 FIG SAFTEWC
138 TFG
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