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Colonel Bodie R. Bodenheim
Chief of Safety

elcome to Air Combat Command and The Combat Edge.
The world as we knew it for over four decades has undergone
a profound transformation with the stand up of Air Combat
Command. The change attendant in building a new command provides
each of us with new realities, new challenges, and new opportunities. It
can also bring uncertainty and concern which can demoralize and paralyze
combat capability if there is not a solid foundation upon which to build.
The honorable traditions and proud heritages each and every member of
the ACC team brings with them will provide that foundation during this
initial period of transition. Our quality culture will continue to foster a
leadership style and working climate that inspires trust, teamwork, and
continuous improvement. However, with so much change taking place,
and the potential to focus our attentions away from our day-to-day
operational business, it may be easy for us to become distracted and lose
sight of our goal of safe, efficient, and effective operations. Good
communication is the key to preventing the distraction and loss of
direction that sometimes accompanies change. Commanders, supervi-
sors, and workers must all talk with one another to ensure everyone is
focused on the task at hand. The importance of good, clean, open lines of
communication, both up and down the chain of command, cannot be
overemphasized.

The disturbing increase in off-duty fatalities possibly indicates that Air
Force people are distracted by all the change and uncertainty that presently
surrounds them. Our off-duty fatalities are running significantly above
both the two- and three-year historical average as we approach the
summer. Most deaths during the 101 Critical Days (30 May to 7 Sep 92)
will occur in traffic-related mishaps and will involve a lack of judgment
and self-discipline as causal factors. We are dedicated to stopping this
tragic waste, but we need everyone’s help. The ACC team is depending
on everyone, whether safety professionals, commanders, supervisors, or
workers, to combat distraction, stress, and poor judgment so that all of our
people are protected, both on and off duty.

Again, welcome to the ACC team and your mishap prevention maga-
zine, The Combat Edge. Throughout the coming months, we’ll all
become better acquainted with one another and more comfortable with our
role in the new command. In the meantime, let me emphasize -- this is
YOUR magazine! [t will only be as good as you make it through your
articles, inputs, and feedback. We are committed to giving you the best
quality product possible, but we can’t do it alone -- we need you and your
ideas to continually enhance the ACC culture of safety.
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The Combat Edge is a monthly publication of the Office of
Safety, Air Combat Command. The contents are informative and
not regulatory or directive, Recommendations are intended to
comply with existing directives. Photos, artwork, and names
and places in mishap articles are representative and not nec-
essarily of the aircraft or equipment involved. Viewpoints expressed
are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the
policy of DOD, DAF, ACC or the organization of the author.
Information in any article may not be construed as incriminating
under Article 31, UCMJ.

Contributions, comments, and criticisms are welcome. Write:
Editor, The Combat Edge, HQ ACC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA
23665-5563, or call DSN 574-3658/commercial {804) 764-3658.
The editors reserve the right to edit all manuscripts for read-
ability and good taste.

Distribution: F(X). OPR: HQ ACC/SEP. Distribution is con-
trolied through the PDO, based on a ratio of one copy per 10
persons assigned. Air Force units should contact their base
PDO to establish or change requirements. DOD units other than
USAF have no fixed ratio; requests will be considered individu-
ally by the OPR. Subscriptions for readers outside DOD are
available for one year at $17 (domestic) and $20.25 (outside
the U.S.) from the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington D.C. 20402. All non-DOD corre-
spondence on subscription service should be directed to the
Superintendent, not to HQ ACC/SEP.

The Combat Edge {ISSN 0494-3880) is published monthiy by
the Air Combat Command, HQ ACC/SE, Langley AFB, VA 23665-
5563. Second-class postage paid at Hampton, VA and addi-
tional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send address changes to
The Combat Edge, HQ ACC/SEP, Langley AFB, VA 23665-5563.
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Weapons safety- a look to the future
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Safety at the threshold

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text













User
Typewritten Text
101 critical days







User
Typewritten Text
First Aid Kits Do yours come first?
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May 1, 1943 Flying Safety


General check-out procedure requires a pilot to demon-
strate his proficiency on any type of aircraft before being
cleared to fly it.

Check-out procedures are prescribed locally by Com-
manding Officers, setting forth minimum time in cockpit
familiarization, taxiing, and minimum number of landings.
Careful study of the Handbook of Flight Operating Instruc-
tions of the particular model of the airplane to be flown is
required.

Do not be satisfied with minimum requirements for
check-out. No pilot was ever too familiar with his plane.

If you are not certain that you know and understand the
airplane you are about to fly, it is your right and duty to
request further instruction and more time.

Do not be satisfied merely with check-out. After you
have been certified as qualified for a type of aircraft, watch
constantly for new information, flight restrictions, and
special instructions issued from time to time. All these will
be found in the Transition Flying Training Index.

Finally, you must always check the particular airplane
you are about to fly and make certain that you are familiar
with all modifications, special equipment, and the present
condition of the airplane.

There are uniform traffic rules for flying the airways.

Know the rules.

Plan your flight in accordance to the rules.

Adhere strictly to your flight plan (except as provided
for in the rules).

Keep on the lookout for other traffic.

On local flights, be sure you know the local regulations
and restrictions, When in doubt, use common sense and
courtesy.

If possible, ask for traffic information.

Conform to local traffic pattern.

Keep constantly alert.

Keep away from other aircraft in flight.

Don’t be an Air Hog!

Iy’

.

?.f"ﬁg, ‘,i_f

May 1, 1943
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May 1, 1943

In almost every case where weather is the cause of an
aircraft accident, it is chargeable to Pilot Error: because
the pilot didn’t know what kind of weather he was going
to encounter.

Do not take a chance on doubtful weather.

Beware of icing conditions.

Remember that your carburetor may ice under almost
any temperature conditions, summer or winter. All it needs
is moisture.

If you run into bad weather conditions go around, not
through, or turn back.

The safest maneuver in doubtful weather is the 180-
degree turn!

Instrument Failure seldom causes aircraft accidents.
When it is a contributing cause, it is usually the pilot’s
fault for not using them correctly.

Know how to check your instruments.

Know instrument procedures.

Trust your instruments.

The most important safety rule in instrument flying is:
have confidence in your instruments, in yourself, and in
your ability to fly instruments.

Such confidence can only be developed by practice; take
advantage of every opportunity to use the Link Trainer, to
make hooded flights, and to fly on instruments under proper
supervision.

Do not be satisfied with the minimum requirements for
an instrument rating.

Accidents that are chargeable to lack of oxygen are
usually due to Pilot Error. There is always more than one
source of oxygen. If you know your equipment, you can
avoid trouble. )

Be sure your oxygen mask fits properly. Adjust it before
take-off.

Know how to switch from one source of oxygen to
another.

Begin the use of oxygen soon enough.

Remember that even a short period of oxygen starvation
ruins your judgment.
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"~ May 1, 194

More than half of all aircraft accidents occur on the
ground. Practically all taxiing accidents are 100% care-
lessness.

Keep your eyes open. Look ahead of you, look behind
you, look above you. '

If you are taxiing a “blind” airplane, zigzag enough to
know what is in front of you.

Keep your radio tuned to the tower, listen for warnings.

Do not taxi within 100 feet of the line without a crew man
in full view in front of you, guiding you by hand signals.

Taxi slowly.

Be sure you know how to operate the emergency brake
system on your plane.

The chief hazards on take-off arise from engine failure
and poor piloting technique.

Be sure your engines are properly warmed up and func-
tioning perfectly before beginning a take-off.

Do not take a chance on an engine that doesn’t “rev up”
on the ground.

If an engine fails on take-off get the nose down and decide
instantly on your procedure:

Is there enough landing field left to stand a chance of
getting down?

Can you find a spot approximately straight ahead for a
forced landing?

Do not try to stretch your glide.

Above all do not bank. Remember your plane stalls at
higher speed on a bank than in level flight.

If you must crash land, be sure to get the landing
wheels up.

Most landing accidents are due to overshooting.

On your approach, keep your plane enough above stalling
speed to have full control.

If you have misjudged on your approach, there is no
disgrace in going around again.

Do not try to show off.

Never try maneuvers with an airplane unless and until
you know such maneuvers are permitted in that type of
airplane.

Remember that altitude above you will never help you
get out of trouble.

§ ¢ FLYING IS AN EXACTING, SERIOU
YOU HAVE OF KNOWLEDGE ATTENTION, EFFORT, JUDG
LESS THAN YOUR BEST, IT EXACTS A HIGH PRICE FOR
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