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"Feeling Festive"
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Safety Tips For Trailering Your Boat  Reprinted with permission from US Coast Guard Safety Tip Brochure





For the courtesy of oth-
ers and to prevent
rushing, prepare your
boat for launching away
from the ramp.

When everything has
been double checked,

proceed slowly to the
ramp remembering that
your boat is just resting
on the trailer and at-
tached only at the bow.

so that the boat cannot drift away after launching

and it can be easily maneuvered to a docking area.

- Visually inspect the launch ramp for hazards such

as a steep drop off, grease, and sharp objects.
When everything has been double checked, pro-

ceed slowly to the ramp remembering that your boat

is just resting on the trailer and attached only at the

bow. The ideal situation is to have one person in

the boat and one observer ar the water’s edge to

help guide the driver of the tow vehicle.

When launching:

- Keep the rear wheels of the tow vehicle out of

the water. This will generally keep the exhaust pipes

out of the water. If the exhaust pipes become im-

mersed in the water, the engine may stall.

- Set the parking brake and place tire chocks be-

hind rear wheels.

- Make sure someone on shore is holding the lines

attached to the boat.

- Lower the outdrive and prepare to start the en-

gine (after running blowers and checking for fuel

leaks.)

- Srart the boat motor and make sure that water is

passing through the engine cooling system.

- Release the winch and disconnect the winch line

from the bow when the boat operator is ready.

At this point the boat should be able to be launched

with a light shove or by backing off the trailer un-

der power. Finish loading your boat at a sufficient

distance from the ramp so that others may use it.
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RETRIEVAL

The steps for removing your boat from the water
are basically the reverse of those taken to launch it.
First, load the boat at a mooring if possible. Next,
maneuver the boat carefully to the submerged trailer
and raise the lower unit of the engine. Then, winch
the boat onto the trailer and secure it. Be sure to
hook-up your safety chains. Finally, drive the trailer
with boat aboard carefully off the ramp to a desig-
nated parking area for cleanup, reloading, and an
equipment safety check. Practice will make launch
and retrieving a simple procedure. The best advice
is just, “do it cautiously with safety as your main
concern.”

STORAGE

Since your boat may be sitting on its trailer for quite
some time before it is used again, it is important
that it be stored properly. To avoid damage from
sun and weather, cover the boat with a tarp. To re-
move weight from the wheels, put cinderblocks or
wood beams under the tongue and all four corners
of the trailer frame. W
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Safety First When refueling your boat
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A fighter pilot's perspective
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art and live bombing basics
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The Biggest Decision Capt Larry Stephenson Squadron Maintenance Officer 78 FS (Deployed)
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QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS
CONCERNING DATA ON THIS
aooressen Toraacoser, || TOTAL || ACC ANG AFR
DN 574-7031 THRU MAY THRU MAY THRU MAY THRU MAY
MAY FY95 |FY94 MAY FY95 [FY94 MAY FY95 |FY94 MAY FYos [Fyos
CLASS A MISHAPS 3|19 |13 1 6 | 6 1 2 | 7 1|1 0
AIRCREW FATALITIES 8|9 |4 1 2 | 2 1 1 2 6|6 |0
%} IN THE ENVELOPE EJECTIONS 0 | 7/0 |[121 0 (6/0 |4/0 0 |1/0 | 8A1 0 0 0
*k OUT OF ENVELOPE EJECTIONS | O | 1/1 | 0/1 o |11 jon 0 0 0 00 0
i : i ]
l [ ] s [ ] [ ]
ON ACGIDEN URS FLYING)
FYo4, o0 1.1 1.5 1.8 24 2.4 2.0 1.7 1.7 1.8 1.8
ACC FYos| 2.1 1.1 0.7 0.6 0.9 1.6 1.6 1.7
FY94, 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
8 AF FY95( O 0 0 0 1.8 1.5 1.3 1.1
FYyo4| o 0 0 2.1 3.3 4.0 3.2 2.8 2.2 2.1 1.9
9 AF FY9s5| 0 0 0 0 0 1.2 1.0 0.9
FYo4| o 0 2.0 1.6 1.3 1.1 9 8 1.4 20| 24
12 AF FY95( 6.5 3.3 2.3 1.7 1.4 1.2 2.0 2.6
FY94| 0 14.9 8.6 6.7 | 11.2 9.5 7.9 7.0 6.3 57| 53
DRU FY95| 0 0 0 0 0 5.3 3.7 3.5
Fye4| o 1.9 2.6 2.2 2.7 3.7 3.2 3.4 3.5 4.0 3.6
ANG FY95| O 0 0 0 0.8 0.7 0.6 1.0
A FY94|, O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.4 1.3
FR FYO95| O 0 0 0 0 0 0 1.3
Fyoe4| o 1.2 1.7 1.8 2.3 2.7 21 2.1 2.2 24 | 23
TOTAL FYos| 1.3 0.7 0.4 0.3 0.8 1.1 1.1 1.5

sk (HOURS NOT AVAILABLE)
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Accolades Class A Mishap Comparison Rate
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G-Excess I hate it when that happens










