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With The HC-130 And Pararescue Teams

Capt Randy Turner, 71 RQS/DOW, Patrick AFB FL
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hese scenarios have a couple of things in
common: they take place over isolated,
inaccessible terrain in a harsh climate;
they’re not totally unrealistic (may even sound
familiar); and both could be adapted to a combat
scenario by the addition of enemy ground, naval
or air forces. So what does that have to do with
the fighter pilot? Read on...

The solution to some of the immediate prob-
lems encountered in the scenarios by the former
“crewmember-now-groundpounder” can often
be the “munitions™ I carry on the HC-130. To
put it in your language, you've become my
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DMPI and 1 will deliver my “Mk 1
Pararescueman” and his weapons and equip-
ment on target under a variety of conditions. If
you happen to be in the water, I deliver a cluster
of Mkls and a RAMZ, which is an inflatable
zodiac boat and motor. Pararescueman (PJ)
“sub-munitions” are, like yours, tailored to the
mission. While PJs aren’t deployed to assist

you in winning a fire-fight, they’re pretty profi-
cient in providing security for you and the
objective area until a helicopter, ship, truck,
tank, etc., arrives to get you home.

You can be on the ground and injured with
what you carry in your survival pack and a PRC-
112 radio, or with our PJs and their equipment.
PJs are all trained as emergency medical techni-
cians, and many are also paramedics. Their
medical equipment and training kept a severely
burned crewmember on a Norwegian research
vessel alive for 2 days while the ship sailed into
helicopter range for evacuation to a Coast Guard
HC-130 and subsequent evacuation to a hospi-
tal. You can either have secure SATCOM,
UHF/VHF, tactical FM or your PRC-112.

Without getting into the details about PJ
operations, hopefully I’ve made my point. You
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Maj Tom Breen
HQ ACC/DOTV
Langley AFB VA

fter arecent study and sub-

sequent lowering of the

minimum uncontrolled
ejection altitude, COMACC directed
a similar look at the recommended
2,000 foot minimum controlled ejec-
tion altitude. The ensuing analysis
addresses as many of the quantifi-
able factors associated with a
controlled ejection as possible. It
quickly became obvious that ejec-
tion seat capabilities, even for older
ejection seats, far exceed the cur-
rent 2,000 foot AGL recommended
altitude. While ejection seat tech-
nology has improved vastly, the
limiting factor continues to be the
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Altitude

human element. The physiological
and psychological stresses associ-
ated with ejection have not changed
much since the first emergency ejec-
tion 45 years ago. Accordingly, this
analysis focuses on human factors,
system malfunctions, post-ejection
procedures, and a statistical analy-
sis, all which strongly support the
2000 foot AGL recommended alti-
tude.

Human factor issues play a sig-
nificant role in many phases of a
controlled ejection scenario. Quan-
tifying human factors has always
been a challenge, but their effect is
evident in most mishaps. The ma-
jor pre- and post-ejection human
factors are listed as:
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