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ABOUT THE COVER ‘
Seventy years ago this month Bessie
Coleman, the first female African
American aviator, was killed in an aircraft
mishap. On 30 April 1926, Coleman was
surveying the site of a planned parachute
jump when her airplane went into a tail
spin‘and then flipped upside down at 500
| feet. Because she wasn't wearing her lap
_ belt, Bessie fell out and plummeted to her
_death. Our cover this month by Sgt Mark
Bailey is a tribute to Bessie Coleman and
the lessons history can teach us.
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* Do you take off metal-cleated shoes?

* Do you avoid holding golf clubs, bats, tennis rackets, fishing rods, umbrellas and
other metal objects that may act as lightning rods?

* Do you avoid standing near metal fences, wires, rails, pipes, flag poles and the
like?

* If your skin starts tingling and your hair stands on end, do you know what to do?
(Those are signs that a lightning strike is imminent. Best defense: Squat down
and place your hands on your knees.)

* Do you know CPR? (If someone is hit by lightning, you should begin CPR immedi-
ately and call for medical assistance. If you feel a pulse, give only mouth-to-mouth
respiration.)

* Do you avoid using the telephone, since telephone wires can conduct current from
a lightning strike into the house? (Exception: Emergency calls on cordless phones
that are a good distance away from the base.)

* Do you know that swimming, wading and boating are especially dangerous during
thunderstorms? The same is true for bathing, showering and even washing dishes.
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Eid 18 altitude

21Jelel’/5: 8 OR EJECT

the aircraft in
uncontrolled flight
below 10,000 feet
without a clear idea
of just how far
below that limit
they could really go

and still safely
eject.
After some

serious research

into the subject,

Air Combat

Command stepped

in and decided that

the uncontrolled

bailout altitude

could be lowered to

6,000 feet. The

new limit carries

the warning that

no further delay is

possible. In other

words, 6,000 feet is

now the real no-

kidding bailout

altitude from

uncontrolled flight.
The new

minimum is based

on aircraft and

ejection seat

performance. The

recommended recovery

from a dive airspeed for an

out-of-control event is 200

knots, which happens to be

the minimum initial airspeed

plotted on the dive recovery

charts in the dash-1. The

charts show that a limiter

pull-up will safely recover the

aircraft with 6,000 feet of |

airspace, 200 knots of speed,
and 90 degrees of dive. And
the ejection seat performance
charts in section 1 of the
dash-1 show that the seat
will save the pilot if ejection
is initiated at 6,000 feet.
These numbers, however,
don’t tell the complete story.
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Dive Recoveries

Cat | R

— ——

-

——
- e 1

Cat 117

Fuel

2,000 — ]

TER 7’¢”‘"‘

Centerline Tank (Empty) J

k\MK-t}Zs
Wing Tanks (Empty)

* A Cat I load, but the switch is in Cat I1I to simulate

Jjust coming off target after weapon delivery.

What, for example, should
you do if your recovery from
a deep stall begins right at
6,000 feet? The initial flight
conditions after a recovery
also warrant a closer look.
Typically, the airspeed at the
point when a deep stall is
broken is less than 150 knots,
not the 200 knots specified in
the charts. Although the
aircraft is back in controlled
flight, it is very slow. Can
you still recover the aircraft
if you allow the airspeed to
increase to 200 knots before
initiating a limiter pull-up?

April 1996

Since none of the charts
contain these initial
conditions, we performed
some simulator runs for Air
Education Training
Command headquarters to
gather some empirical data
for an answer.

Some disclaimers are in
order, though. Our simulator
runs do not constitute official
test data. They involve
several old fighter pilots
putting themselves in
various out-of-control
situations at low altitudes to
see what the capabilities of
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outhful naiveté can be haz-
ardous on its own, but couple
it with any of the many other things
that can plague newly licensed pilots
and the potential for a mishap in-
creases exponentially. It’s easy to
be lulled into a false sense of secu-
rity and happy ignorance that no
real emergency will occur when you
first start flying.

About a week after earning my pri-
vate pilot’s certificate, I immediately
wanted to get checked out in anything
other than a fixed gear aircraft. I jumped
from a Cessna 182, to a Cessna 210, to a
Mooney 201.
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President Ronald Reagan
d, “History is a river that may
as it will. But, we have the
o navigate, to choose direction
o ‘ ur passage together.” The 64th
juadron, based at O’Hare
al Airport Air Reserve Station
dest component of the 928th
g, has navigated successfully
9-year history with no flight

e does our success story all

The 64th served in World
II and following deactivation
f 1946 reactivated as the
oop Carrier Squadron,
with C-46’s at
1d, Pennsylvania,
. Our unit was
and (Oregon)
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Cuban Missile Crisis.

In July 1967, our unit was redes
Tactical Airlift Squadron and con
in September 1970 and to C-130H
We were redesignated the 64th Ai
March 2, 1992. ‘

During the Vietnam Conflict,
1973, much of our unit’s mission
to paratroop training at Fort Ber
1968 alone, the 64th droppe
paratroopers. We also sent hum
Northern California in 1965
and supported relief efforts on
Hurricane Betsy with Operatio:
Our unit was on hand, wit
welcome back the first
POW in 1973 who lan
en route to Duluth,

In 1979 we pa
the Internationa
RAF Greenh

o





















