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Beyond belief a boy and his bike
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CHECKLIST

Home fire safety checklist
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Seat belt use prevents major injury


Aircrew.

quer Brad Robert
‘HQ ACC/DOSBW
Langley AFB VA

| —

As we prepared this article for
print, one of our stalwart aviators
recently had a very “close encoun-
ter of the feathered kind.” Thanks
to his dual visors, he may not like
™ what he sees in the mirror; but he’s
y \ till there to see it! Remember to
 Nput your visors down! -
= . Ed.
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MSgt Steven P. Peria, Sr.
436th Training Squadron
Dyess AFB TX

s the ACC Weapons Safety instructor
at Dyess AFB, I often use actual
events as a teaching aid. Covering
! the required material from our safety
instructions alone would fill the requirement,
but I prefer to carry the process to the next level.
You may wonder, what is the next level? As we
go through the events leading up to the incident,
ask yourself one question: “Would I be prepared
for a DAY like this?” Here’s the mishap as it
unfolded.

We were on a deployment for training with 6
aircraft and approximately 60 personnel. I was
the deployed Weapons Safety NCO. We arrived
at our location, set up and bedded down. While
deployed, I was tasked to manage the weapons
safety program. This included watching muni-
tions personnel build munitions, weapons
loaders load the aircraft and, of course, doing
anything else that was needed.

NI

- The munitions personnel were
building bombs and rockets for the
scheduled frag. The aircraft were be-
ing prepped for flight and the flying
commenced. During the second or
third day of flying, it was decided that
an incentive ride would be given to
one of the maintenance people.
Using the democratic method
of selection, everyone’s
name was thrown into a hat
and a name was drawn.
The selected individual (a
close friend) was taken to life
support, issued the required
equipment and given egress
training. Shortly after
/ vie '8 egress training, they
stepped out to the

aircraft.

The incentive rider was flying in the second
aircraft of a four ship with an alert photogra-
pher in the third. I was helping the aircraft crew
chief prepare the aircraft for flight. Engines
started, the aircraft took off and everything went
as planned. T‘ﬁg,g(')r-t,ie lasted approximately 1.2
hours, and the aircraft returned from flight with
no problems. Asthe number two aircraft taxied
back to the parking ramp, we noticed the incen-
tive rider kept bending over in his seat. We all
figured he was sick. This was a normal assump-
tion, since we believe the pilot’s job is to give
incentive riders the real ride of their life. As
the aircraft turned into the parking spot, the in-
dividual was still bending over, attempting
something; but we couldn’t tell just what. As
the aircraft came into the parking spot, we
checked the tires and rolled the aircraft forward
for final tire inspection, prior to shutting the
aircraft down. The incentive rider was still
bending over. I had chocked the left main land-
ing gear and was watching the number one
engine, waiting for it to spin down. And then
it happened!...
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