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It’s springtime, and we all know what that means ... Right, the return of the
birds! As you read this, the annual northbound migration should be well
underway. Not only will there be several million of our little feathered wingmen
on the move, but the hawks, vultures and other soaring raptors will be putting
in overtime flight hours working the spring fields in order to feed their new
hatchlings. This adds up to lots of added risk opportunity and the reason this
month’s magazine focuses on the hazards of bird strikes.

Certainly, one of the most tragic bird strike mishaps in the Air Force’s history
was the 22 September 1995 crash of an E-3 AWACS at Elmendorf AFB AK. The
tale, as retold in the article Tragedy at Elmendorf (page 26), is a vivid reminder
of the dangers to aviation posed by these creatures. The article is frank and
pulls no punches in recounting the events of the mishap and the subsequent
investigation. Reading it is a cathartic experience, but, like an old-fashioned
“blood and guts” training film, it solidly hammers home the need for strong
measures to address the risks that birds pose to our flight operations.

As good as the E-3 article is, I was initially hesitant when the EDGE’s editors
told me they wanted to run it. I questioned whether we needed to reopen a
wound that time was just beginning to heal. I thought that we could tell the
dangers of bird strikes without rehashing the details of those people whose
actions were held accountable by the accident investigation. In the end, what
persuaded me was a newspaper article, one of many which have recently
assailed the Air Force’s mishap investigation process as being shallow,
unprofessional, and mostly interested only in exonerating a self-serving “band of
brothers.” I think the Elmendorf mishap clearly shows that we do have a
system which holds people accountable for their actions and responsibilities and
ultimately strives to prevent any reoccurrence of a similar tragedy.

Ya’ll fly safe ... and keep your distance from our feathered friends!

Colonel Turk Marshall
Chief of Safety

Visit us online at:
hhttp:l/www.acc.af.miI/puinc/combat-edge/
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For the first 6 months of 1997, the
Navy and Marine Corps reported 18 mishaps
involving bird strikes. Here are a few;

A T-45 encountered a flock of sea gulls

on the takeoff roll. Feeling several hits, the
pilot aborted. A Hornet took a large bird
down the pott engine just after

liftoff, and the pilot made a
__single-engine arrestment.

_Flying at 500 feet AGL and

. 120 kias, a Sea Knight

pnot tned unsuccessfu ly

/0id a 7~pound oon.
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tions are slower and mot
begin as early as Augus
early as February and r
November and March-Ap
Many factors influenc
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educe the risk of waterfowl strikes. ‘ ;

ave been reported as high as 20,000 feet MSL. During
altitudes that depend on terrain and distance (the longer
fitude). ; ; '
the two peak periods during which North American water-
is far more noticeable than spring migration. Fall migrations
5 1o wintering areas in a short time, whereas spring migra-
e irreqular. Depending upon latitude, fall migrations may
.and run into December; spring migrations may begin as
n through May. Peak months of migration are October-
il.

e migration; changes in the amount of daylight probably
ost. If food is plentiful, many species will delay migration
od supply. Also, weather conditions influence the onset,
migrations. Large-scale migrations, especially in the fall,
weather fronts that produce favorable wind patterns.

and build up fat reserves for migration during the day and
. Many species will fly directly from their breeding grounds
5, while others will periodically stop to feed between their

i

tent of migratory flights occur below 5,000 feet MSL; how-

state wildlife agencie

million waterfowl inthe US.

The Mississippi flyway contained th , i
lowed by the Pacific (6.5 million), Central (5 million), and Atlanti
these migratory waterfow! winter in national and state
and coastal states where water doesn’t freeze. In ¢ -+
ducks and other waterfowl species will gather in bays, like th
along the coast. . - ~

Movement and Feeding Flights- During the winter, waterfowl rest in areas in
which they feel safe from danger. They start flying at dawn to search for food. Once
the birds find it, they will spend most of the day feeding at that location. As the sun
sets, they again take to the sky to return to a safe roosting area. In general, birds fly
below 1,000 feet AGL to and from food sources. : ‘

Avoiding Waterfowl Strikes- Because weather patterns vary, there is no set day
when migrations start. It helps to keep in close contact with refuge or state biologists
about the status of migratory waterfowl in areas where low-level flights occur. These
biologists often provide specific information about daily waterfowl-flight patterns be-
tween roosting and feeding areas. This information helps determine the specific start
or end of migrations for a particular year, and aids in scheduling flight-training mis-
sions and avoiding bird strikes.

Mr. Lovell is a wildlife research biologist with the National Wildlife Research Cen-
ter in Sandusky, Ohio.
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