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I recently asked Turk Marshall, my boss, if | could write the “ACCent on Safety” this month. | felt that before |
retired | had some final words to say. My 30 years in an Air Force uniform (of one kind or another) have been
filled with many assignments, opportunities, and wonderful memories. | have spent a good part of my career as a
“safety professional” — including my final assignment.

Here are my thoughts on safety:

Before you say “yes” to the job, your integrity must be unquestionable. The first time you have to investigate your
own unit and find them causal in a mishap, your “so called friends” will challenge your investigation and loyalty; but
you must stay the course. Lives and valuable resources will be saved because of what you're doing.

You must have a curiosity that goes beyond the normal. There are many sides to a story, and it's your responsi-
bility to find and report the facts. A sprained ankle on the soccer field could be the result of more than just an over
aggressive tackle. A lost panel on an aircraft may not be a failure to secure it properly. The obvious may be the easy
answer, but not the correct one. Leave no stone unturned during your investigation.

There are no good times for mishaps, so don't lose heart when they happen. Get out there as quick as you can.
If you hesitate, witnesses disappear and clues vanish. Be visible; just seeing the safety vehicle driving the flight line
or the safety logo on your hat in the equipment yard may make someone think a bit more about what they are doing.
Don’t be shy — be gregarious, and talk with everyone. We all have opinions. It's amazing the problems people will
tell you about that never get on a hazard report.

Be proactive; get buy-in from all levels. Sure, we all know it's important
for the boss to have a keen awareness and full support of the safety
program; it comes with the territory. All excellent organizations have a
well-established top-to-bottom safety program. Just don't forget who
“has” most of the mishaps ... that young first termer in his twenties.
They are the ones whose brains you must get inside of.

Get all the training you can. With new technologies come
new problems. Murphy truly lives; just think about those “Dar-
win Award” nominees you eagerly wait to read about. Write
good reports with good recommendations. Write them so the
average person can understand what happened. You don't
want your message to get lost in the investigative web you've
woven.

Lastly, the thank you's don’t come very often; so don’t ex-
pect them. Do the job the best you can; and at the end of the
day, sit back for just a minute with the understanding that
your contributions make a significant difference in our Air
Force. We live and work in a safer place because of what you
do. | trust you will continue to accept the safety challenge
with pride and professionalism. Good luck to all of you “safety
professionals.” Be safe ... and keep them flying!

Col Vinnie Noto
Chief of Flight Safety
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ducted using Russian test facilities
including a windblast facility, a
vertical ejection tower, a rocket-
propelled sled, and a MiG-25
aircraft. The K-36D seat was
ejected from the rocket sled at
speeds as high as 730 KEAS and
from the MiG-25 at speeds up to
Mach 2.5 and altitudes up to
56,000 ft. Additional tests were
then conducted at the Holloman
AFB NM sled track to demonstrate

The successful results
of the comparative-
testing program [ed to
our decision to adapt
this tec(mo{ogy in the
development of an
ejection seat suitable
for use in American
aircraft.
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performance at low speed and ad-
verse attitudes. This program,
which included 17 successive, suc-
cessful tests, demonstrated that
the performance of the K-36D seat
at these test conditions was supe-
rior to ejection seats used in US
aircraft.’

A number of features are re-
sponsible for the superior

performance of the Russian seat.
During ejection, telescoping booms
are deployed from the seat to sta-
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bilize the attitude of the seat from
the time it leaves the aircraft until
the seat and its occupant deceler-
ate to the speed where the recovery
parachute is deployed and the oc-
cupant is separated from the seat.
The K-36D seat also deploys a
windblast deflector during ejec-
tions at airspeeds in excess of 430
KEAS. The windblast deflector im-
proves the airflow around the seat
and contributes to windblast pro-
tection. Leg lifting devices and
arm and leg re-
straints are
provided to prevent
limb flail injuries
due to windblast
forces. The limb re-
straints do not
require the crew to
hook up as they en-
ter the aircraft and
do not restrict limb
movement during
normal flight opera-
tions.

The successful re-
sults of  the
comparative-testing
program led to our
decision to adapt
this technology in
the development of
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I "the nasty llttle ﬂame

n observance of the upcoming National Fire Prevention Week (4-10 October
1998), The Combat Edge safety magazine is sponsoring a Fire Safety Poster
Contest. Young boys and girls -- as well as teens -- may participate. The three
age group divisions are as follows:

Division |1 (5-8 years)
Division 1l (9-12 years)
Division 11l (13-16 years)

Each division has two separate categories of poster awards; they are - (1) best
art and (2) best theme. In addition, a single "best overall poster" among all
entries received will be selected. All winners will receive a certificate, and their
poster will be published in the October 1998 issue of The Combat Edge.

All poster entries must be hand-drawn in color on 8 1/2" x 11" paper. Entries
must be received af the office of The Combat Edge staff no later than 20 August
1998. The following mailing address is to be used:

Note: Please ensure that the contestant's
name, age, and complete mailing address ! Sufety Poster Contest

are printed clearly on the back of the poster. HQ ACC/SEP

Parents’ daytime phone number would be
appreciated. All entries become the property 175 Sweeney Blvd

of the ACC Office of Safety and cannot be lungley AFB VA 23655-2700

returned.

Please make a copy of this and take it home to your children. Parents are encouraged to help their children understand
the benefits of fire prevention and come up with an appropriate fire prevention theme -- but don’t forget to let the
children do the work. The 20 August deadline will be here before you know it, so “make plans now” to get started!
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Courtesy of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
U.S. Department of Transportation
Washington, DC

ggressive drivers are high

risk motorists that climb

into the anonymity of an
automobile and take out their
frustrations on anybody at any
time. They run stop signs and
red lights, speed, tailgate, weave
in and out of traffic, pass on the
right, make improper and
unsafe lane changes, make hand
and facial gestures, scream,
honk, and flash their lights.
They drive at speeds far in
excess of the norm which causes
them to follow too closely,
change lanes frequently and
abruptly without notice (i.e., no
turn signals), pass on the shoul-
der or unpaved portions of the
roadway, and leer at and/or
threaten (verbally or through
gestures) other motorists.

But what about your own
driving? Take a minute to
evaluate yourself to see if you
may have developed some unsafe
habits that could be adding to
the aggressive driving atmo-
sphere we live in today.
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Often-felt adrenaline (i.e., “fangs are qut”) needs to be controlled in a highly
disciplined manner. At night, many daytime cues are absent; we need to rely
on a highly disciplined NVG/instrument composite cross-check.

nearby and ready. When you get into a “RECOVER” situa-
tion, you need to be able to read the ADI instantly. The
bottom line is ... turn the brightness up so you can read it.

Lesson 3: NVG/Instrument Composite
Cross-check is Different

The composite cross-check of a NVG/Instrument is dif-
ferent from a “normal” weather cross-check (little-to-no
loeking outside} or “normal” Visual Flight Rules (VFR) scan
ning. Unchecked, the ability to “see” and .employ “near
daytime” tactics can lure you into inappropriate use of day-
time techniques. With goggles, we increase our night
maneuvering to.a more dynamic level. At the same time,
the tactical situation often draws gttention to eye-magnets
outside the cockpit (e.g., target, adversaries, flares, etc.).
It's easy to be coaxed into taking attitude references out of
the cross-check. As your maneuvering becomes more dy-
namic, you need to blend reliable aftitude references into
your NVG/Instrument Composite Cross-check more fre-
quently.

Lesson 4: It's a Good Idea to
Cross-check the Round Dials
A few places where |'ve found benefit from taking a peek
at the ADl include
- Recoveries from diving deliveries
Notch threat reactions
Combat descents
Part of any “dynamic” maneuver

One way | compensate for the limited NVG field of view
is by reducing the severity of pitch changes and attitudes.
When | do get into a spot where |'need to use the vertical
more aggressively, | put up a mental flag that tells me |
need to increase the rate and time | spend cross-checking
the. round dials — especially the ADI. ‘The lack of periph
eral cues and “ground rush” cause me to spend more time

.

referencing the altimeter.

These lessons are more obvious ina 1-G air-conditioned
chair than in the cockpit on a “glorious” goggle night. Re-
member, the FOV is the same on a good night as it is on a
crummy one.

Summary of Lessons Learned:
NVGs have distinct limitations
Have your lights bright enough to see the gauges in a
pinch
Composite cross-check is different
Include looks at the round dials

These lessons learned are knowns. While they don’t need
to be re-learned (that is, the hard way),
they ought to be passed on. Aca-
demics, stories related over a
cold beverage, and the debrief
«are all places where we
have the chance to
pass our war sto:
ries on to others.
In order to keep

talking in the de-

.‘*-(‘
brief, we need to * 0 v TR

learn from any
source available. We already
have a wealth.of data from past
mishaps which provide clues on ’
how to prevent them from
happening again. It may
just be that “Dead
Men” DO talk, and
we need to listen
better. @

Pilot Wearing NVGs: “NVGs, properly employed, offer a revolutionary improvement in night F-16 capability.”
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Flight Safety Stats ACC & ACC-Gained Losses for FY 98 1 Oct 97 - 5 Jun 98 Class A Flight Mishaps "Not a single sortie we fly is worth compromising the integrity of an aircraft or the life of an airman."
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any units from around

the world visit Nellis

AFB NV in support of
Green Flag and Red Flag exercises.
Each exercise provides realistic
training for both aircrew and
maintainers. With each exercise,
unique — and sometimes challeng-
ing — circumstances arise.

For example, in a recent Green
Flag exercise, three B-52 aircraft
were deployed to Nellis. While pro-
viding operational support to these
aircraft, the assigned maintenance
personnel were confronted with the
following two unique situations.

Situation #1
The first situation arose when

the aircrews wanted to train with
the ALA-17 flare sets. While this is

B.Y.0.

old hat back at their base, Nellis
operational support personnel dis-
covered that they didn’t have the
authorized support equipment to
accommodate the ALA-17 flare.
The technical order specifies that a
“particular type of test stand” be
made available to support ALA-17
flare maintenance. Because Nellis
AFB only supports fighter aircraft,
the required test stand was not
available. The provisions in the
technical order further specify an
alternative if no test station is avail-
able. Upon evaluation of this
morsel of data, we began following
written procedures detailing the
construction requirements of a test
stand.

On the surface, the instructions
seemed clear and logical. However,
under other paragraphs in the tech-
nical order, it stated that the stand
must ensure personnel are pro-
tected from hot exhaust gases and
very bright light. Then, Weapons
Safety asked the following perplex-
ing question! How does an M548
can (20 mm container) that is at-
tached to a thin piece of plywood
provide adequate protection from
gas, heat, and light? Well, it really
doesn’t do very good at all. There-
fore, the core unit contacted the
item engineer at Hill AFB UT with
a new test stand design concept to
support the ALA-17 flare. Their
idea involved using a BSU-49 fin
container with a piece of 3/4" ply-
wood attached to the top and

(M

secured by tie-down straps with a
plate aluminum sheet covering the
plywood secured by screws. The
ALA-17 rack assembly is held into
position with a rod securing it in
the M548 can. The M548 can is
then secured to the plywood/plate
aluminum shield by screws. The
shield provides adequate protection
— as long as personnel stand be-
hind it. The ALA-17 engineer
agreed with the proposed design
concept; and thus, an alternative
test stand was built. Following
this experience, an AFTO-22 (Tech-
nical Order Improvement Report
and Reply Form) was submitted for
the test stand which included clari-
fication of safety information.

Situation #2

Just when things seemed to be
moving forward, a second unique
situation reared its ugly head. In
addition to this special test stand,
the technical order stated we also
had to provide a clear zone of 300
feet. Weapons Safety tried to find
a site that was approved for explo-
sive operations, had available test
stand grounding points, and would
not interfere with other operations.
The Munitions Area was the logi-
cal choice. However, a 300-foot
clear zone would encompass the
only primary road of egress in case
of a mishap from other operations.
With a need to consider other al-
ternatives, we left the Munitions
Area and went to the flight line.
This proved to be a key decision.

ybe)

The clear zone could be maintained
at the flight line, grounding points
were available, and no additional
hazards to operations or personnel
were created.

The Moral to the Story

If you’re coming to Nellis for a
Green Flag or Red Flag exercise
and you have a weapon system
that is unique to your base, please
call ahead to see if Nellis can sup-
port it. By maintaining an open
line of communication, we can
order the necessary equipment —
or you can make arrangements to
Bring Your Own Support
(B.Y.O.S)) with you. m



I'm thirsty!


User
Typewritten Text
I'm thirsty!

User
Typewritten Text

User
Typewritten Text













User
Typewritten Text
To the Point





Courtesy of the National Safe Boating Council, Lexington KY

Following these simple do’s and don'ts of boating safety
will help you chart a safe course towards the fun and
excitement of recreational boating:

“(‘t

b . These suggestions are constant reminders of one
} keep a gOOd lookout. very important thing in regards to boating safety.

Use common sense!

The waterways offer an open invitation to all types of boating. Therefore, since accidents oftentimes result from
chain of circumstances or behavior which can be easily avoided, it is important for boaters to be aware of the

outcome of their actions. Remember to follow the above boating safety do’s and don’ts, and take the time to attend
a boating safety course. It could save your life.





