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Accent on Safety
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A killer under our control
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Fatigue in air operations











Captain Kirk L. Kehrley
8 AF/SEW
Barksdale AFB LA

n yot

a Weapons Sa ger
(WSM) in a dual t d g is
the person responsible for all
nuclear surety matters in the or-
ganization? Furthermore, did
you know that weapons safety is
not a career field and that wing
weapons safety managers typi-
cally have no prior weapons
safety experience when they step
into the billet?

In accordance with AFI 91-
101, “Air Force Weapons Nuclear
Surety Program,” the WSM at
dual tasked wings “is the
commander’s personal represen-
tative and the point of contact
regarding all nuclear surety mat-
ters.” It is an important position
in the wing. In addition, the
WSM at a dual tasked wing is
usually not an AFSC 2W2xx
nuclear maintenance technician
nor an expert in every specialty
that affects nuclear surety
throughout the wing. Therefore,
it is no surprise that new WSMs
in organizations responsible for

nuclear surety are initially
daunted by their great responsi-
bility. The key to successful
nuclear weapons safety manage-
ment at a dual tasked wing is the
network the WSM builds

. we still have a
strong nuclear surety

program . . . because

each of usis
upholding our
particular piece of the

nuclear surety puzzle.

throughout the organization.
Each of us can assist WSMs as-
signed to dual tasked wings in
their quest for nuclear surety.
History has changed the mag-
nitude of our nuclear surety
focus; but despite the reduced
number of people and equipment
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from the old SAC days, we stﬂl
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have a strong nuclear surety pro-
gram ... because each of us is
upholding our particular piece of
the nuclear surety puzzle. In the
environment we live in today, the
WSM has emerged more impor-
tant than ever. The networks
that he/she establishes combine
all the precious nuclear surety
expertise throughout the wing.
It is true that the WSM goes
to a 7-week Air Force technical
school to learn the rudiments of
weapons safety. However, the
majority of the course focuses on
conventional explosives issues
— only a small amount of the
subject training touches on
nuclear surety. Therefore, it is
important for the additional
duty Unit Safety Representa-
tives (USRs) throughout the
squadrons with a dual tasking
(i.e., those who are responsible
for some aspect of nuclear
surety) to assist their respective
WSM in any way they can.
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One of the most important
nuclear surety activities of a
WSM in a dual tasked wing is
to train and encourage USRs in
their duties. For the USR,
nuclear surety is an additional
duty ... and he/she probably does
not have a strong background in
the nuclear surety program, as
well. In most cases, the WSM
and USR in organizations with
a dual tasking learn their basic
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through Inspector
checklists and command policy
Compliance and Standardization
Requirement Lists (C&SRLs).
However, a majority of a WSM’s
nuclear surety knowledge comes
from interfacing with wing per-
sonnel. This is where you can
help. If your unit has a nuclear
surety program, contact your
USR or WSM about anything you
wish to find out about nuclear
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on a job. For example, 1 l51 g
in the Commumcatlons Squad-
ron, invite them along when you
are performing sensor mainte-
nance tests. The amount of
knowledge the WSM in a dual
tasked wing has about your job
is directly proportional to the
strength of the nuclear surety
program throughout the wing.

The Importance of
Networking
The relationship that the
WSM establishes with his/her

. a majority of a
WSM's nuclear surety
knowledge comes
from interfacing with
wing personnel. This

is where you can help.
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The A-10 and OA-10 Thunderbolt Iis are the e cial
signed for close air support of ground forces. They are 51mp1e effective, and survivable
twin-engine jet aircraft that can be used against all ground targets, including tanks
and other armored vehicles.

© Photo by Kelly
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al C aracterlstlcs
Primary Function: A-10 - close air Sprdrt QA-10 - airborne forward air control
Contractor: Fairchild Republic Co.

Power Plant: Two General Electric TF34-GE-100 turbofans

Thrust: 9,065 pounds each engine

Length: 53 feet, 4 inches (16.16 meters)

Height: 14 feet, 8 inches (4.42 meters)

Wingspan: 57 feet, 6 inches (17.42 meters)

Speed: 420 miles per hour (Mach 0.56)

Ceiling: 45,000 feet (13,636 meters)

Maximum Takeoff Weight: 51,000 pounds (22,950 kilograms)

Range: 800 miles (695 nautical miles)

Armament: One 30 mm GAU-8/A seven-barrel Gatling gun; up to 16,000 pounds (7,200
kilograms) of mixed ordnance on eight under-wing and three under-fuselage pylon sta-
tions, including 500 pounds (225 kilograms) of retarded bombs, 2,000 pounds (900
kilograms) of general-purpose bombs, incendiasy and Rockeye IT cluster bombs, com-
bined effects munitions, Maverick missiles and laser-guf&ed7electro optlcally guided
bombs; infrared countermeasure flares; electronic countermeasur 3 j
2.75-inch (6.99'centimeters) rockets; illumination flares and AIM-9 Sid
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Ask Orville!
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| SSt Dodld E. Felch, A
115 AGS/LGG

Madison WI

i1/ S T :
he “Giant
S 77
WOI' competition
was to be held at Fairchild AFB
WA in less than 2 weeks. The
weapons load crew from the 43d
Bomb Wing at Andersen AFB,
Guam, was making final adjust-
ments to their
heavily scripted
loads. Everything
had to be perfect.
After all, following
a rigorous selec-
tion process, they
had been chosen
as the “best of the
best” from among
their peers. The
repetitive practice
sessions had begun months be-
fore, and now they were a
well-oiled machine ready to rise
from their small Pacific island
home and take the West Coast by
storm!

Part of each evaluated load
was a complete functional check-
out of the release systems that
would drop or fire the munitions
being loaded. Today, the load was
a full belly of 27 inert MK-82 gen-

The load crew bab been at it since 0700,
and 1t was {)eginning to show. The voutine
was scripted fvom their checklist and
polished from months of fine-tuning,

eral purpose, 500 pound bombs.
The blue cement shapes — except
for the color — were physically
identical to their iron and high
explosive cousins. The load crew
had been at it since 0700, and it
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was beginning to show. The rou-
tine was scripted from their
checklist and polished from
months of fine-tuning.

They began by standing in
front of their toolbox and receiv-
ing a safety
briefing from
the load
crewchief. After
the Dbriefing,
they launched
into their own
portion of the
load. The
crewchief and
the #3 crew
member climbed
the aircrew boarding ladder into
the dark interior of the B-52G.
Once inside, external electrical
power was applied, a “ringout”
went through the system as they
had practiced many, many times


User
Typewritten Text
oops




User
Typewritten Text
bombs away!
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Your health is your wealth Chaplain Thomas Azar 85 FW/HC Misawa Air Base Japan
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did you know...
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