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It Can Happen to you








E n any fighter squadron, the lieuten-
ants provide the énergy (and often the
entertainment) and the iron
captains provide the backbone
— but it1s always the instruc-
tors who have the highest impact on
the effectiveness of the unit. Every fighter
pilot wants to be the best at what he
or she does, but there are a few
who excel to the point where
they are commonly recognized
as among the best, as both a
pilot and an'instructor. This
is one guy’s impression of
what makes a great
instructor.

In a different life
and different air-
frame, I remember
the day that a fat,
old, unknown
major walked
By Maj. Jack “Slap” Patterson into my

Pacific Air Forces Standards : squadron bar
and Evaluations and, without
Hickam AFB, Hawaii introducing
himself, pro-
ceeded to start
removing some
of the wood in one
corner. He re-
placed it with some
wood of his own,
and then, without a
word, he left.
Gummi had arrived.
I wentoverand

" 2)

-l
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Monthly Awards

PILOT SAFETY
AWARD OF DISTINCTION

".E Capt. Brad A. Seger
- 34th Fighter Squadron, 388th Fighter Wing
- Hill AFB, Utah

L

Capt. Seger displayed extraordinary situational awareness and
airmanship handling an emergency during the critical takeoff phase of
l@ flight. Capt. Seger was scheduled to fly a LANTIRN (Low-Altitude
Navigation and Targeting Infrared for Night) surface attack mission. His
jet was configured with external fuel tanks, bomb suspension racks,
training missiles and both LANTIRN pods, for a gross weight in excess of
34,000 pounds. Mission preparation, briefing and pre-takeoff ground operations were uneventful.
As Capt. Seger began his takeoff roll, the aircraft accelerated normally in full afterburner and
achieved briefed performance parameters. As Capt. Seger began to rotate his jet to the takeoff
attitude, he heard a loud bang, followed by severe airframe vibrations. Capt. Seger also observed
shards of torn, black material flying up and over the nose and canopy of his jet, and felt multiple
thumps in the cockpit floorpan. Suspecting engine foreign object damage (FOD), Capt. Seger
selected idle power right as the aircraft became airborne at approximately 180 knots. With the
aircraft still accelerating on residual thrust, he settled the jet onto the runway and initiated two-
point aerodynamic braking, and advised his wingman that he was aborting. He immediately applied
maximum wheel braking, and lowered the nose to the runway. Capt. Seger lowered the tail hook and
continued three-point aerodynamic braking while simultaneously switching to tower frequency and
transmitting “cable, cable, cable.”

At nose gear touchdown, Capt. Seger experienced increased airframe vibration and the onset of
aircraft directional control difficulties. He correctly determined that the nose-gear tire had
catastrophically failed, and applied a combination of rudder input and minimal differential braking
to keep the aircraft tracking straight while still maximizing his braking effort. Capt. Seger engaged
the departure end barrier at less than 100 knots, easily stopping the extremely heavy aircraft. The
energy of the abort caused both wheel brakes to heat considerably, and tower informed Capt. Seger
that his brakes were on fire. Capt. Seger ground egressed the aircraft without incident. Inspection
of the nose gear well revealed significant damage to electrical wiring and components, and FOD
damage to the top of the well that was severe enough to dent the engine intake and dislodge paint
into the engine. Further inspection of the engine showed that tire debris had indeed been ingested,
requiring blending of several fan and compressor blades. Capt. Seger’s superb airmanship, timely
decisions, and expert handling of a unique problem during a critical phase of flight minimized
damage and saved a valuable combat aircraft.
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CREW CHIEF SAFETY AWARD OF
DISTINCTION

Airman 1st Class Chris E. Vernon
78th Fighter Squadron, 20th Fighter Wing
Shaw AFB, S.C.

A1C Vernon was assigned as an assistant dedicated crew chief on the
mid-shift servicing crew. His normal duties included aircraft inspections
and required servicing for the squadron’s normal daily flying schedule. At
3 a.m. on Oct. 8, Amn. Vernon had already accomplished a full night of
servicing when he had to perform a walk-around inspection (WAI) of an
aircraft. During this inspection, he went above and beyond the work cards
by detecting a loose ACES II seat parachute riser bungee cord. The detection of this loose bungee
cord was a superb find by Amn. Vernon. This little 6-inch bungee cord is critical in case of a bailout
as it helps keep the parachute from tangling when it deploys. Amn. Vernon immediately notified the
maintenance production superintendent after discovering the loose cord. His quick response gave the
egress technicians enough time to repair the defective cord and return the aircraft to service in time
to make its scheduled sortie. His outstanding inspection technique and unparalleled attention to
detail averted a possible catastrophe.

FLIGHT LINE SAFETY
AWARD OF DISTINCTION

Chief Master Sgt. Guillermo Ortiz-Caceres,
Master Sgts. Darrel Ford, James Little and
Michael Stokking, Tech. Sgts. Robert Barthelemy,
Thomas Frazier and Douglas Helm,

Staff Sgts. Richard Muntean and Gary Pennrod,
and Senior Airmen Timothy Peterson and
Jevette Thomas
4th Operations Group, 4th Fighter Wing
Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C.

After completing a weapons training load, an MdJ-1B “jammer” was parked to the side of an F-15E
aircraft in the weapons standardization training facility. As the load crew received a post-load
briefing, evaluators Amn. Peterson and Amn. Thomas noticed smoke billowing out of the jammer.
They called out to all personnel in the facility to respond to a possible fire. Sgt. Muntean lifted the
engine hood and confirmed it was on fire. Chief Ortiz instructed Amn. Thomas to call the
maintenance operations center for fire department response while Sgt. Pennrod and Sgt. Stokking
prepared the nearest 150-pound halon fire extinguisher. Sgt. Pennrod extinguished the fire after all
personnel were clear. Once the fire was extinguished, the jammer brake was released and Chief
Ortiz, Sgt. Little, Sgt. Barthelemy, Amn. Peterson, Sgt. Frazier and Sgt. Muntean pushed the lift
truck clear of the hangar. Sgts. Ford, Stokking and Pennrod followed closely with the fire
extinguisher in the event the fire re-ignited. Sgt. Helm moved another jammer out of the line of
danger. The jammer was out of the hangar and the fire extinguished by the time fire department
personnel arrived and confirmed the fire was fully extinguished. The rapid response and quick
actions to this serious emergency averted possible injury to 15 people and prevented the possible
damage and destruction of three F-15E aircraft valued at $135 million inside the facility.
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WEAPONS SAFETY
AWARD OF DISTINCTION

Senior Airman Joshua M. Hale, 94th Fighter Squadron, 1st Fighter Wing
Langley AFB, Va.

Amn. Hale was performing end-of-runway arming procedures for live missiles on an F-15C. While
carefully inspecting each missile and ensuring they were safe for flight, he discovered the aft detent on the
station 8 LAU-128 launcher was not correctly engaged. This lack of engagement could allow the live AIM-
9M missile to unexpectedly and unintentionally liberate itself during flight. Realizing the time-critical
nature of the Operation SOUTHERN WATCH launch window, he quickly directed Airman 1st Class
Lopez to retrieve a ratchet from the toolbox so he could attempt to resecure the launcher. After several
unsuccessful attempts, Amn. Hale notified the pilot of the missile’s unsafe condition and that, as a result,
he would have to return to the parking ramp for further troubleshooting. Simultaneously, Amn. Hale
coordinated with Tech. Sgt. Palalay, who notified the squadron production superintendent and the
maintenance operations center, of the current situation and the need for the aircraft to return to parking.
Amn. Hale and his load crew’s quick response, attention to detail during all security checks, and strict
adherence to technical data prevented the possible loss of a controlled explosive item and damage to the
aircraft. Furthermore, due to Amn. Hale’s proactive coordination and timely efforts, the pilot was able to
employ a spare aircraft in a timely manner, thereby minimizing any potential delays to that day’s
Operation SOUTHERN WATCH mission.

GROUND SAFETY
AWARD OF DISTINCTION

Airman 1st Class Kevin Counts, 94th Fighter Squadron, 1st Fighter Wing
Langley AFB, Va.

On Aug. 22, while deployed to Prince Sultan Air Base, Saudi Arabia,
Amn. Counts, alone and returning from a nearby facility, was waved down by
uniformed personnel in need of an emergency medical technician. An airman

@ performing aircraft maintenance, who had inadvertently splashed hydraulic

fluid in his right eye, required immediate transfer to and treatment by the
medical facility. However, it was at this same time that a real world
unidentified package response had commenced in front of the hospital,
denying access to and from the flight surgeon’s office and emergency room. Amn. Counts had no access to
the hospital, limited and broken radio communications with the flight surgeon on-call (who by now was in
a bunker as directed), and a patient who had hydraulic fluid splashed in his right eye complaining of
immense pain and vision loss. Seizing the moment and understanding the gravity of this medical
emergency, Amn. Counts initiated the appropriate rinsing treatment of the patient’s eyes using his water
bottles and bottles from people stopped in nearby vehicles as a result of the “bomb” scare. After initiating
this treatment, Amn. Counts then had the foresight and confidence to utilize surrounding resources and
enlisted the help of an emergency medical technician (EMT) qualified fireman to aid in this crucial and
timely treatment. For 50 minutes, Amn. Counts continued this treatment at the entry control point
before being allowed to proceed to the emergency room where a physician was waiting to evaluate and
treat the patient. After examining the patient and assessing the type of fluid contaminate, it was
determined that Amn. Counts directly contributed to the saving of the airman’s vision and use of his right
eye.
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UNIT SAFETY AWARD
OF DISTINCTION

20th Transportation Squadron
20th Fighter Wing
Shaw AFB, S.C.

Due to the aircraft and their mission at
Shaw, several trucks arrive during the week
with hazardous/explosive cargo.
Recognizing that Shaw Air Force Base had
a potential hazard with commercial carriers
entering the base carrying explosive and
hazardous cargo, the 20th Transportation
Squadron took the lead in solving this safety problem. With the main gate
closed, commercial carriers were entering the base at the Rhodes Avenue
gate (housing) and hospital gate. Once on the base, they were driving in
populated areas with these hazardous/explosive shipments. On Sept. 1, a
letter signed by the transportation commander was drafted to Wing Safety
presenting the problem and a solution to the problem. A guide to aid entry
gate personnel in directing trucks with hazardous or explosive cargo was
presented to the training operations NCO at Security Forces. This guide
included copies of all hazardous placards to look for on inbound trucks.
There are three maps attached to the guide. The first map is an overview
of the base and surrounding roads, the second map shows the route to take
from the North gate to the ammunition area, and the third is a map from
the hospital gate to the ammunition area. A guide was posted at every
active entry gate and one at the Security Forces desk. In addition to the
guide, work orders requesting that signs be erected on Highway 441
directing trucks carrying hazardous and explosive materials to the proper
gate were presented to Civil Engineering for approval and coordination
with the South Carolina Department of Transportation. Adding these signs
to the roads outside Shaw helped ensure all hazardous/explosive cargo is
properly routed onto the base and safely to its destination. Using guides
posted at gate entry points ensure that Security Police direct commercial
drivers with hazardous/explosive cargo to the proper route for the
ammunition area. The signs and guides should eliminate hazardous/
explosive carriers from entering the base at unauthorized gates. It should
also ensure the safety of the base populace and base housing residents.
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Flight Safety Stuis

ACC & ACC-Gained Losses for FY00

8 AF

9 AF

12 AF

AWFC

ANG

AFR

Aircrew
Fatalities

1 Oct 99- 31 Dec 00
Class A Flight Mishaps

Class A - Fatality; Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage > $1,000,000

* Non-Rate Producing
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DoD Photo by Staff Sgt. Ken Bergmann, 1st Combat Camera Squadron
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