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“There I was...’

)

By Maj. Gen. Larry Arnold
1st Air Force Commander
Tyndall AFB, Fla.

Editor’s Note: In the following article, Maj.
Gen. Arnold shares exactly the sort of story we
look forward to receiving from the field. In his
example, what once worked to save an F-106
transferred nicely to saving a Piper Arrow years
later. We are not suggesting that the same tech-
nique would work in every situation, but his story
highlights the value of paying attention whenever
you hear someone say, “There I was...”

T ’m a firm believer that aviators learn
more from experiences than we do from

books. Exchanging a “There I was...” or
war” story is an extremely valuable, time-
honored part of a flyer’s education. By
learning from other people’s experiences we
hopefully don’t have to learn the hard way.
There are very few new ways of crashing
planes; it’s simply new pilots repeating old
mistakes they personally haven’t yet experi-
enced. Today’s world of never-ending de-
ployments seems to allow less time for
aviators to trade stories and learn from each
other. The Combat Edge is a great forum for
this sort of exchange, and I’d like to relate a
tale of mine that helped me out of a tight
spot.

I was once told by a crusty fighter pilot
that he had saved a fighter from crashing by
“pushing everything forward.” His F-106
suddenly started doing huge uncommanded,
uncontrollable barrel rolls. When the stan-
dard emergency procedures didn’t work, he
reverted to something HE had once heard:
if all else fails in controlling a plane,

“just push everything forward —
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stick, throttles, everything...” In executing
this last-ditch effort, he somehow pushed the
speed brake switch forward to the retract
position, as it had inadvertently been put in
the extend position. In the extended posi-
tion, with the speed brakes on both sides of
the vertical stabilizer, one side had departed,
creating an asymmetric situation in the F-
106 and causing the barrel roll situation. I
never forgot that “push everything forward”
philosophy.

Years later I was taking off at night in
weather in a Piper Arrow, which was nearing
maximum weight with people and luggage.
Standard procedure after takeoff was to
retract gear, retard the throttle to 2,500 rpm
and execute a climb-out. While doing so that
night, the plane suddenly stopped climbing.
It seemed as though I was hanging in the air
VERY close to the ground. Airspeed was not
increasing, vertical velocity had gone from a
climb to a descent, and we didn’t have much
altitude to spare. In one nanosecond my
mind reverted to the F-106 story, and I
“pushed everything forward.” AsIdid, I
found the fuel mixture level out.

I realized that some-
how I had inadvert-
ently leaned the
engine to near
fuel starva-
tion.




Once corrected, the plane responded as
expected and, like any responsible pilot, my
passengers never knew how close we came to
disaster.

I’'m sure I’m not the first to be saved by a
war story. I never figured out definitively if
it was my sleeve that caught the lever or
maybe I grabbed the wrong lever at the
wrong time, but the “war story” I heard
those many years before saved me. Compli-
ance to regulations is pre-eminent in han-
dling an emergency and keeping aviators out
of deadly square corners. Hopefully you’ll be
farther from the ground than I was, and
you’ll have the time to take a breath and
catch your mistake. That F-106 driver never
knew that sharing his story
with me would help save
my life, but it is an
example of how
important it
is for
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aviators to continue to talk to each other and
tell each other about our experiences,
both good and bad.

We aviators have an unwritten
responsibility to continue this
tradition of passing on our
stories to one another.
The Combat Edge is an
excellent forum for
this. That was my
story. My chal-
lenge to you
is: Where’s
yours? m
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Element Deconfliction in the multibogey arena
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The harsh truth
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" HQ ACC Weapons Safety
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‘Langley AFB, Va.

he big day has finally arrived. You

have looked forward to this day since

the season closed last year. You
purchased a new gun, spent numerous hours
at the shooting range, worked up the perfect
round, and scouted for the perfect hunting
spot. Now it’s opening morning, the sun has
just begun to peek over the horizon, and you
are sitting in your stand. You hear a twig
break, and you know it’s that big buck you
have been watching all summer. You slowly
raise your gun and point it in the direction of
the sound and, just before you pull the trigger,
another hunter walks out from behind a tree.

Do you remember everything you were

taught during the hunter safety course you
attended a few years ago? Rule # 5 reminds us
that we need to be sure of our target before we
pull the trigger, and always know what lies
beyond the target. Now let’s review some of

the potential hazards you may incur while out
in the field and safety precautions to be taken
to reduce these hazards.

Many accidental shootings happen while
hunters are crossing fences or other obstacles.
These are areas that are covered during the
hunter safety course as well. Methods to
perform these relatively simple maneuvers
include unloading your weapon and setting it
on the ground while climbing over that fence,
or handing your gun to your hunting partner
while you cross the fence, and then returning
the favor as they cross. Sounds simple, but
these are very important rules to use while you
are enjoying the sport you love.

Another obstacle that is dangerous to
negotiate is climbing in or out of a tree stand.
Steps to take to make this a much safer task
include unloading your gun, tying a rope to it,
climbing into the stand, and then pulling it up
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Hunting Safely by Master Sgt Robert Ogurek
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