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ver thought about what it would be like to fall from the
sky — inverted and headed straight down towards a
desert floor — I certainly didn’t! There I was ... a highly
experienced and mission ready F-16CdJ pilot deployed to Prince
Sultan Air Base flying just another “routine” Continuation
Training (CT) sortie in a combat Area of Responsibility (AOR).
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| saw an opportunity to enter a gun engagement zone. Then it he

10

The training profile for my first
mission in theater was a 2vX Dis-
similar Air Combat Training
(DACT) mission. The only
anomaly was that the aircraft
had wing tanks and a centerline
pylon store. This was a differ-
ent configuration than the one
my home station uses for the vast
majority of training missions. No
problem, right — wrong!

The “demons” of the sky
are always out there. As our
experience increases, we have
a tendency to push them off
our shoulders and shove them
towards the back of the cock-
pit, along with our helmet
bags. We sometimes forget
that they are ever present and
waiting to surface at the most
inopportune moments. I
learned this lesson very well
that day.

It was a crystal clear, sunny
day in the desert. The CT mis-
sion was going “as fragged,”
from the coordination brief all
the way up until the first com-
mit. I was flying on the wing of
a junior flight lead to see how
he would solve the tactical
problems of the day. He missed
targeting me to a bogey that
was beaming to the south and
instead directed me to the
middle of a hostile group. 1
noted the error for debrief pur-
poses and proceeded to my tar-
get group for the kill.

In the midst of my engage-
ment, a call was made that my
flight lead was a mort. I tried

to separate, but was forced to
merge high aspect with a
single bogey. I saw a possible
tactical advantage and decided
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to enter a single
circle engagement.
After two more
merges in a slow
speed, nose posi-
tion fight, we
ended up in mul-
tiple stacks. Twice
my adversary and 1
fell off, fighting for
a three-to-nine ad-
vantage. As my ad-
versary fell off for
a third time, I saw
an opportunity to
enter a gun en-
gagement zone.
Then it happened
... the slow speed
horn activated.

A quick cross-
check of my instru-
ments showed 160
knots and 13,500
feet Above Ground
Level (AGL). Still
at 60 degrees nose-
high with 110 de-
grees of bank, I
immediately
started a nose high
recovery. Unfortu-
nately, my airspeed
quickly decreased
from 140 knots to
zero. Asadvertised,
the jet “hung up” ...
I had departed con-
trolled flight. While
knocking the flight
off and executing
the critical action
procedures for

“QOut of Control Re-
covery,” it dawned
on me that the only
other time I had
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Photo by Mike Reinhardt

The MH-53J Pave Low llI's mission is
low-level, long-range, undetected
penetration into denied areas, day or
night, in adverse weather, for infiltra-
tion, exfiltration, and resupply of spe-
cial operations forces. The Pave Low lli
heavy-lift helicopter is the largest, most
powerful and technologically ad-
vanced helicopter in the Air Force
inventory.

Builder: Sikorsky ¢ Power Plant: Two
General Electric T64-GE/-100 engines
"Thrust: 4,330 shaft horsepower per engine
Length: 88 feet ¢ Height: 25 feet * Ro-
tary Diameter: 72 feet ¢ Speed: 165 mph
Ceiling: 16,000 feet * Maximum Takeoff
Weight: 46,000 pounds ¢ Range: 600
nautical miles * Armament: Combination
of three 7.62 mini guns or three .50 caliber
machine guns ¢ Crew: Officers, two pilots;
enlisted, two flight engineers and two aerial
gunners ¢ Date Deployed: 1981 * Unit
Flyaway Costs: $40 million « Air Force
Inventory: Active force, 13 MH-53J’s



















lanning for contingencies
P and developing site plans to

support contingencies is an
absolute necessity; particularly, in
our forward and intermediate stag-
ing locations. Unfortunately, that
planning does not always happen
before a unit is activated for a de-
ployment. Lack of planning be-
comes a major issue — especially for
the Weapons Safety Manager
(WSM) —ence a unit is in the field.
It is always better to plan for con-
tingencixthan to be the WSM who
has to find'a wayto accomplish the

explosives part of the mission in the
middle of a combat load-out or a short-
notice deployment.

Contingencies, such as DESERT
STORM, DESERT SHIELD,
DESERT FOX, DESERT THUN-
DER, ALLIED FORCE, and EN-
DURING FREEDOM, seem to be
occurring more frequently and with
little notice. Each of these deploy-
ments has highlighted the fact that
units don’t always have the site
plans they need to handle the explo-
sives operations that accompany
contingency missions. This happens
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is Life?

‘ ‘ peedislife” is a saying we
use often in the fighter
community. But that is

not always the case.
Speed does not necessarily give you
an advantage in a maneuvering
fight. On the ground, behind the
wheel of your car, is another case
where speed is not necessarily life.
In fact, excessive speed can end
your life as you know it. And what
do you gain by risking your life in
such a way?

If your answer is time, then
this chart is for you. One look
should tell you that the time you
gain is not worth the risks in-
volved. Let’s say you have to
drive 15 miles and the posted
speed limit is 55 miles per hour.
If you can average 55 miles per
hour for the entire distance, that
trip would take 16 minutes and
22 seconds. But, you’re late! You
bear down on the old gas pedal
until the speedometer reads 70

miles per hour. Using the same
standard below, your trip will
now take 12 minutes and 51 sec-
onds. Congratulations! You have
Just saved a whopping 3 minutes
and 31 seconds!

Now what did it really cost
you? If you are lucky, it cost you
only a few more cents in gas. But
if this just is not your day, the
costs can be potentially stagger-
ing. At 70 miles per hour, how

will you handle avoiding that
deer, wild turkey, or hidden po-
lice car? What about that little
child who just ran out in the road
for his or her ball? Encounter-
ing any one of these hazards will
“cost” you a lot more than 3 min-
utes. Is any appointment or
meeting really worth it? The
next time you buckle up, think
about the real “costs” of the
speed you choose ... )
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degrees Fahrenheit as de-
picted on the top chart, and a
wind speed of 30 miles per
hour, the old wind chill tem-
perature measurement was -
40 degrees Fahrenheit. The
new computation is -19 de-
grees. Nevertheless, the
amount of “cold” felt by an un-
protected person is the same
— the higher number gener-
ated by the new system does
NOT mean it is safe to oper-
ate for longer periods of time
during equivalent conditions
(same ambient temperature,
same wind). Likewise, the
chilling effect at any “new”
wind chill temperature is more
severe than it would appear
from previous experience.

I’'m not going to presume to
tell everyone how you should go
about modifying local guidance
to account for the new wind
chill computing system. I'm
sure that revised local guidance
will follow as the new index of
wind chill temperatures be-
comes more widely understood.
In the meantime, however, each
of us needs to be able to trans-
late between the new and the
old systems (website with wind
chill calculator is listed at the
end of this article). No, it’s not
colder this year. However, it will
seem that way if you step out-
side with a “new” wind chill
temperature and an “old”
frame of reference. )

For more information, visit http://
205.156.54.206/om/windchill/. This site
contains a wind chill calculator, but be ad-
vised, the wind component of the calcula-
tion is expressed as miles per hour instead

of knots. This may require additional con-
versions prior to using the calculator.

The author wishes to thank the Flight
Safety staff at Minot AFB, N.D., for bring-
ing the recent change in wind chill estima-
tion to our attention. Also, many thanks to
the staffs at AF/XOW, AFMOA/SGZA, ACC/
DOW, and ACC/SGPF for editing and tech-
nical assistance.

Wind (mph)

Chilling Differences

The chart on the top graphically illustrates the difference between the
systems. In certain areas, there’s a drastic difference between the old and new
measurement systems. The chart on the bottom depicts new estimations of the
relationship between exposure time and frostbite (assuming unprotected skin).
Both charts are available at the web site listed above.

Wind Chill Temperature Comparison g
(Old vs. New)

Air Temperature of 5°F

5 88 3

Wind Chill Temperatare (F)

s

15 25 35 45 55 65
Wind Speed (mph)

- =ll-=- Oid Wind Chill Formula —®— New Wind Chill Formula

Wind Chill Chart

Temperature (°F)
5 -10 -1S

19 26 3

Frostbite Times D 30 minutes l—‘_] 10minutes | | 5 minutes

Wind Chill (°F) = 35.74 + 0.6215T - 35.75(V®-16) + 0.4275T(V®1¢)
Where, T= Al_r Temperature (°F) V=Wind Speed (mph) Effective 11/01/0
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Mishap Statistics

Aircraft Notes

The combination
of winter weather and
returning from the
holiday break in fly-
ing continuity always
makes dJanuary a
daunting month for
flight safety.

The added burden
of performing or pre-
paring for deployed
operations further
complicates this first
full winter month of
FYO02.

Training like we
fight and fighting like
we train is as impor-
tant now, and often
more challenging,
than ever before. The
beginning of this new
year is a perfect time
to reflect on our duty
to know (and follow!)
the rules that govern
how to do things right
-- lead by example.

Weapons Notes

We continued to ex-
perience great stats
this quarter.

There was one
Class B that was a re-
sult of a drone mishap
during testing.

Keep up the good

Aircraft

8 AF

As of November 30, 2001

9 AF

12 AF

AWFC

ANG (ACC-gained)

AFRC (ACC-gained)

Aircrew Fatalities

As of December 5, 2001

I?a:?::if; I%EE:;:M- Class B Class C
' 0 0 20
' 0 0 11
j i 0 24
’ 0 0 3

Weapons

As of November 30, 2001

8 AF 0

9AF

12 AF

AWFC

ACC Totals

Fatalities
0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 1 0 0

work!

Class A - Fatality; Permanent Totul Disability; Property Damage $1.00(.000 or more

Cluss B - Permanent Partial Disability; Property Damage between $200.000 and $1,000,000

Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20,000 and $200.000

* Non-rate Producing

A 5 4 4

HH-60

QF-4

I-16 Fatality
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Ground Notes

So far this fiscal
year, there has been a
20 percent increase in
Class A mishaps over
the same period in
FYO01. All of the Class
A mishaps this year
were fatalities. In the
previous year, only
half of the Class A
mishaps were fatali-
ties.

Of the two motor
vehicle fatalities, one
did not use seat belts
and was also DUI.

Since the seat belt
initiative began on
Oct. 10, 2001, there
have been 11 motor
vehicle mishaps and
seat belts were used in
10 of those mishaps.
The one not wearing a
seat belt resulted in a
fatality.

This
New Year’s
Eve ...
Resolve

not to be
a
Statistic!
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Patriotism was the driving force behind a project designed by local residents to thank the military
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words “Freedom! Thank You!” into a field that lies in Offutt's flight path. Each lefter is 125 feet tall and 75 mum@
feet wide. "We wanted fo say thank you in a big way,” said Chris Shotton, store manager.






