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Radar-assisted trail departure
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by Col Kevin G. Kenkel (Ret.), Litchfield Park, Ariz
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Primary Function: Multirole fighter e Builder: Lockheed Martin Corp. ¢ Power Plant: F-16C/D:
one Pratt and Whitney F100-PW-200/220/229 or General Electric F110-GE-100/129 o Thrust: F-16C/
D, 27,000 pounds e Length: 49 feet, 5 inches o Height: 16 feet (4.8 meters) e Wingspan: 32 feet, 8
inches e Speed: 1,500 mph e Ceiling: Above 50,000 feet ¢ Maximum Takeoff Weight: 37,500
pounds e Range: More than 2,000 miles ferry range ¢ Armament: One M-61A1 20mm multibarrel
cannon with 500 rounds; external stations can carry up to six air-to-air missiles, conventional air-to-air
and air-to-surface munitions and electronic countermeasure pods ' '




Ground Safety
Award of Distinction

TSgt Michael Roney always puts people and their
safety at the forefront of mission completion. He
is an F-16 Avionics Craftsman at Detachment 2, 28th
Test Squadron, which conducts ground-based opera-
tional test and evaluations on F-15 and F-16 radar and
avionics systems for Headquarters Air Combat
Command’s $102 million Integrated Avionics Test
Facility (IATF). The high-powered radar systems com-
bined with all the support equipment necessary for
ground operations pose several potential hazards to
the unit’s personnel: electrical, hazardous material,
and Radio Frequency (RF) energy. TSgt Roney vol-
unteered for the Hazardous Communication section
as an additional duty and revamped the entire pro-
gram. He spent several months updating regulations
and procedures and purchasing waste management
equipment that was critical for the base’s May Envi-
ronmental Compliance Assessment and Management
Program (ECAMP) inspection. He turned in hazard-
ous waste materials, replaced unserviceable waste
storage drums, updated the detachment’s chemical

Monthly and Quarterly Award Winners

authorizations listing, and labeled hazardous materi-
als and supplies throughout the IATF with the appro-
priate hazardous warning labels. The detachment’s
program was singled out by base officials as a “bench-
mark program” for others to follow. In addition, to
help alleviate the threats of RF exposure, T'Sgt Roney
added danger signs and en-
forced the abatement plan,
making sure that radar tech-
nicians notified all personnel
in the test facility prior to
RF transmissions so they
could stay well clear of all
posted radar emission zones.
The efforts of TSgt Roney,
working hand-in-hand with
the safety NCO, were key to
the unit’s “above and be-
yond” approach to safety. As
a result, the detachment re-
ceived “Outstanding” rat-
ings for the 53rd Wing and
325th Fighter Wing ground
safety and base ECAMP in-
spections.

TSgt Michael E. Roney
Detachment 2
28th Test Squadron
Tyndall AFB, Fla.

MSgt Sheldon L. Williams
TSgt Bill E. Ferreira
TSgt Mike Clarke

F-16 Aircraft Mechanics
144th Fighter Wing

Fresno ANGB, Calif.

18

The Combat Edge October 2002




Flightline Safety
Award of Distinction

W hile performing systems ground maintenance
on an RC-135 Rivel Joint aircralt, the mainte-
nance team noticed a burning smell coming from the
aircraft reconnaissance crew compartment. A1C Elias
Carlon immediately turned off all equipment in the
compartment in an attempt to locate the source of the
burning smell. At the same time, Mr. Cory Edson
glanced out the aft aircraft hatch and noticed smoke
and fire coming from the air conditioning ground
equipment cart positioned next to the aircraft. He
immediately told everyone to emergency ground egress
the aircraft. A1C Carlon egressed the aircraft through
the crew entry chute and ran to the front of the air-
craft to shut down the external ground power cart.
Mr. Ernest Gentry, and A1Cs Louis Ciaramello and
Colin Smith followed and assisted in the shutdown
while unplugging the electrical cord from the aircratft.
After egressing the aircraft, Mr. Edson ran to the air
conditioning cart, immediately shut down its power,
and opened the front panel so they could access the
growing fire. SSgt Christopher Thomas, who had
egressed last to ensure all personnel were safe, grabbed
the aircraft’s ground Halon fire extinguisher located
in front of the aircraft and ran towards the burning
cart. A1C Carlon and Mr. Edson assisted him in ex-
tinguishing the fire in the clutch section of the cart,

minimizing any further damage. Mr. Dar-
win Tiarks, who was walking out to the air-
craft to assist with the maintenance, saw
what was happening and called the fire de-

partment. SSgt Thomas continued to coordinate

emergency response efforts untii the arrival of
crash and fire response personnel. The quick ac-
tions and coordinated team effort of the ground
maintenance crew minimized damage to the ground
air conditioning cart and averted a potentially cata-
strophic mishap to a high-value reconnaissance

aircraft.

Mr. Ernest G. Gentry, Mr. Cory L. Edson,
SSgt Christopher D. Thomas, AICs Louis J.
Ciaramello, Colin T. Smith, Elias S.Carlon, and
Mr. Darwin G. Tiarks [not pictured),
361st Expeditionary Reconnaissance Squadron

Ground Safety
Award of the Quarter

A s the Quality Assurance Evaluator for the 366th
Services Squadron, Ms. Sheila Fischer sought
every opportunity to improve safety knowledge in the
squadron. She visited 26 facilities on a regular basis;
distributed numerous safety e-mails on a myriad of
topics to squadron personnel; and gave safety brief-
ings at three squadron commanders’ calls and to nine
newly assigned personnel. She worked diligently with
three facilities to bring their Lock-Out/Tag-Out pro-
grams into compliance — all three facilities now have
stellar programs, which have all been approved by

the wing Safety office. Ms.
Fischer provided slogans to
the Services Marketing and
Publicity office for posting on
the front gate electronic mar-
quee during the “101 Criti-
cal Days of Summer”
campaign. Wing Safety
lauded the initiative. She
was also instrumental in
closing 10 of 14 safety write-
ups from the annual safety
inspection in February — 71
percent compliance in just 3
months.
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Ms. Sheila Fischer
366th Services Squadron
366th Wing
Mountain Home AFB, Idaho
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Awareness is the key to safety by SMSgt Jeffry B. England, Seymour Johnson AFB NC
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Surviving a car crash
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Mishap Statistics
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Aircraft Notes

As we closeout this year’s flying, we need to
take the time to reflect. A quick synopsis of
this year’s flying mishaps would show a big in-
crease in pilot and maintenance errors. It used
to be that parts just broke and mishaps hap-
pened. Today, it is pilots and maintenance
members making mistakes, and the result is
broken aircraft. This is a trend we need to stop.
Whether it is flying an 8v8 or changing a mo-
tor, we all need to take the time to plan the
task, assess the risk and put measures in place
to prevent mishaps. We can’t fight a war if we
don’t have any aircraft to fly. Keep checking
six and remember to check twelve also.

Ground Notes

There have been 29 Class A mishaps result-
ing in 30 fatalities and five permanent total dis-
abilities. Also, there have been eight Class B
mishaps resulting in five permanent partial dis-
abilities. And we still have a month to go in
this Fiscal Year (FY). This is the third worst
year on record and ranks behind FY93 and
FY94.

Weapons Notes

So far — so good! “Steady as she goes!” This
means the overall weapons mishap rates remain
low. We are approaching the end of the Fiscal
Year and, so far, have kept our mishaps under
control (“knock on wood!”). Now is not the time
to drop your attention to the task at hand. Asa
matter of fact, now is a good time to recheck that
checklist or revalidate that explosives operation
exactly in accordance with the technical order.
You may reveal some needed changes or — bet-
ter yet — improve your skills.

Class A - Permanent Total Disability: Property Damage $1.000.000 or more

Class B - Permanent Partial Disability: Property Damage between $200.000 and $1,000,000
Class C - Lost Workday: Property Damage between $20.000 and $200.000

* Non-rate Producing

Symbols for Mishap Aircraft
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Photo by SSgt Shane Cuomo
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Look o / A An Air Force B-1 crew chief from the 405th Air Expeditionary The Combat l
T Safety Wing post checks a B-1B bomber engine after its arrival in support EDG"





