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In life support that morning, | was going through the routine
of donning the.space suit required to fly my U-2, My thoughts
were enithieideparture out of Prince Sultan AigBase (PSAB)

——specifically my flight timing to certain points where | would
Sieet up with an AWACS and a package of fighters. This

type of timing can sometimes be a tricky thing with the Deuce.

t altitude the plane is
flown in a narrow
window, a few knots
between overspeed
(bye-bye tail section)
and stall (hello
greund). With such a small air-
speed-window to work with,
speeding up and slowing down
aren’t options | could use to
make my flight timing work. So,
as | donned my suit, | was think-
ing of the geometry | might use
on departure and how | could
adjust my in-flight orbits if that
became necessary.

Once the space helmet was
closed up and tested, | men-
tally reviewed the aircraft’s
takeoff emergency procedures
(EPs) while sucking up 100
percent oxygen. At the jet a
short time later, I'm stuffed in
and hooked up by our physi-
ological experts. While |
awaited takeoff, | could feel the
heat of the desert even though
| was in a “controlled cooling
environment.” While the last
checks were completed, | re-
flected on my preflight briefing
concerning the unlikely event
that | might have to divert. For
this mission | had briefed a

choice of fields in a nearby
country — none of which | had
been to. So it was with great
confidence that | threw the
throttle to full power and headed
up for 70,000 feet.

Along my flight path, it was a
clear day and | could see a
couple of the divert fields I'd
briefed earlier. | gave them little
thought other than what type
chow hall they had, and won-
dered if they served ice cream.
My timing to the mission area
was spot on and | checked in
with all players when | arrived.

One of the great things about
the U-2 engine for high flights is
that the pilot places the throttle
to full power on takeoff and
leaves it there until he/she is
ready to descend hours later.
However, 3 hours into this sor-
tie the engine began a series of
un-commanded “rollbacks” in
which the rpm would decrease
momentarily to a mid-power set-
ting, and then increase back to
full power. It was instantly clear
to me that my mission was over.

| began a turn back towards
PSAB and followed tech order
guidance by reaching over to
place the engine mode switch
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from primary to secondary.
This is the proven solution to
fix most engine anomalies.
Changing this switch takes the
computer brain out of the pic-
ture and puts the engine in an
almost pure mechanical mode.

When the switch hit sec-
ondary mode, the engine im-
mediately began to grind and
vibrate with incredible vio-
lence. The vibrations shook
me so hard that | could no
longer see clearly. The mas-
ter caution light and the horn
were going off and | (despite
the blurriness) could see en-
gine instruments quickly un-
winding toward zero. The
plane was off autopilot (did | do
that?), and without really giv-
ing it conscious thought, my
hand felt for that switch again
and placed it back to primary.

Instantly, the vibrations
ceased, but | was back to my
original problem as the roll-
backs continued. Home
seemed an especially good
idea now, and | acquired a di-
rect heading back to PSAB. En
route, the rollbacks became
progressively more pro-
nounced and more frequent,
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Photo by SSgt Jerry Morrison

Primary Function: A-10 — close air sup-
port « Contractor: Fairchild Republic Co
Power Plant: Two General Electric '
TF34-GE-100 turbofans ¢ Thrust: 9,065
pounds each engine © Length: 53 feet,
4 inches:  Height: 14 feet, 8 inches
Wingspan: 57 feet, 6 inches ¢ Speed:
420 miles per hour = Ceiling: 45,000
feet » Maximum Takeoff Weight: 51,000
pounds ¢ Range: 800 miles = Arma-
ment: One 30 mm GAU-8/A seven-barrel
Gatling gun; up to 16,000 pounds of mixed
ordnance on eight under-wing and three
under-fuselage pylon stations, including
500 pounds of Mk-82 and 2,000 pounds of
Mk-84 series low/high drag bombs, incen-
diary cluster bombs, combined effects
munitions, mine dispensing munitions,
AGM-65 Maverick missiles and laser-
guided/electro-optically guided bombs;
infrared countermeasure flares; electronic
countermeasure chaff; jammer pods; 2.75-
inch rockets; illumination flares and AIM-9
Sidewinder missiles. © Crew: One ’
Date Deployed: March 1976 « Unit
Cost: $9.8 million (fiscal 98 constant
dollars) ¢ Inventory: Active force, 143;
Reserve, 46; ANG, 84
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Mishap Statistics Scoreboard

FYO03 Aircraft

As of February 28, 2003

Aircraft Destroyed

8 AF

=

9 AF

12 AF ’

44

AWFC '

B

ANG (ACC-gained)

AFRC (ACC-gained) ’

+

FY03 Ground

As of February 28, 2003

Class B

FY03 Weapons

As of February 28, 2003

Flight Safety Notes

Congrats! For the first time in several months

ACC lost no combat assets. This means more
weapons and people to fight in these challeng-
ing times. Of note to the CAF, two AFRC A-10s
had a mid-air during a mission. Luckily both
landed safely and more importantly the pilots
were uninjured. Our focus has changed from
training to deploying and preparing for war. As
we do this, we must remember that the training
rules we use in peace are a good starting point
for executing a war. My first Weapons Officer
used to say, “Sure you can gun a guy 180 de-
grees out in the face, but you'll be bumming when
his JFS falls into your lap.”

Ground Safety Notes

In FY03, the command has experienced 13

Class A mishaps resulting in 11 fatalities, and
3 permanent disabilities. All of the fatal and
permanent total mishaps involved motor ve-
hicles. Alcohol use was confirmed in 3 mis-
haps and results are pending for 4 more
mishaps. Lack of PPE (helmets, seat belts)
was a factor in 4 mishaps.

Weapons Safety Notes

One Class B mishap was the result of a

sub-scale RPV chute deployment problem.
Multiple mishaps during the month of January
involving explosive tie-down and forklift use
have increased the need for extra attention
during explosive operations and transporta-
tion.

Class A - Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage $1,000,000 or more

Class B - Permanent Partial Disability; Property Damage between $200,000 and $1,000,000

Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20,000 and $200,000

* Non-rate Producing

Symbols for Mishap Aircraft
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