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Aeronautics. Tuskegee Institute
originally offered elementary or
primary CPT courses, but in July
1940, the CAA authorized
Tuskegee Institute to provide ad-
vanced CPT courses; the military
selected Tuskegee Institute to
train its pilots because of the
Institute’s commitment to aero-
nautical training.

Tuskegee had the facilities,
engineering and technical instruc-

tors, as well as a climate for year
round flying. The Institute received a
military contract to conduct primary
flight training, and the army built a
separate, segregated base,
Tuskegee Army Air Field (TAAF) for
the advanced training. In fact,
Tuskegee Institute was one of very
few American institutions to own, de-
velop, and control facilities for military
flight instruction regardiess of race.
With these facilities, it became the
focal point for training African Ameri-
can military pilots during World War
Il. (Support personnel were trained
at Chanute Field in lllinois.)

14

The first class which included
student officer Capt Benjamin O.
Davis, Jr., who became the com-
mander for the 332nd Fighter Group,
begantrainingon July 19, 1941. Stu-
dents received rigorous training in
meteorology, navigation, and instru-
ments in ground school. In addition,
the cadets got their primary flight in-
struction at Moton Field, Tuskegee.
Those who completed the course
successfully transferred to TAAF to

complete Army Air
Corps pilot training.
in March 1942, the
first class of five avia-
tion cadets earned
their silver wings to
become the nation’s
first black military pi-
lots.

Along  with
maintainers and sup-
port personnel from
other African American colleges,
the Tuskegee Airmen went to com-
bat in segregated squadrons. In
1943, the 99th, 100th, 301st, and
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302nd Fighter Squadrons formed
the 332nd Fighter Group and be-
gan flying missions over Sicily, the
Mediterranean, and North Africa.
Under the able command of Col
Davis (the same Capt Davis from
2 years earlier), the well-trained
and highly motivated 332nd
bomber crews overcame the ob-
stacles posed by segregation and
established an amazing combat
record. Called the “Red-Tail An-
gels” after the red tail markings on
their aircraft, or the “Schwarze
Vogelmenschen (Black Bird Men)”
as the German Luftwaffe called
them, they flew 15,500 missions,
destroyed over 260 enemy aircraft,
sank 1 enemy destroyer, and demol-
ished numerous enemy installa-
tions. Although they never lost a
bomber to enemy fighters, several
Airmen died in combat.

The Tuskegee Airmen were
awarded numerous high honors,

including Distinguished Flying
Crosses (approximately 150 of the
450 overseas-deployed pilots
received this honor), Legions of
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NIO'HY WAD WN ERS

Aircrew Safety

apt Kent Payne, 2Lt Michael Fessler, Lt Col John O’Connor,

and 1Lt Shalin Turner distinguished themselves in their
handling of a serious in-flight emergency while flying a B-1B
aircraft on a local training sortie. During a low level training
mission at approximately 600 ft Above Ground Level (AGL) at
.9 mach, the crew of Hawk 82 saw a bird go by on the right side
of the jet and felt the impact. The crew aborted the route, re-
turned direct to base, and declared an in-flight emergency. Upon
configuring the aircraft for landing, the crew noticed they had

Lt Col John O’Connor, Capt Kent Payne, 2 Lt Michael Fessler,
1 Lt Shalin Turner, 28th Bomb Sqdn., 7th Bomb Wing, Dyess AFB, Texas

Crew Chief Safety

Sgt Dury displayed uncommon presence of mind during a

local Phase |l Operational Readiness Exercise SHARP-
SHOOTER 03-07. While securing test equipment, he heard a
loud crash and saw the aircraft rocking back and forth. He
quickly went around the aircraft and saw a JP-8-drenched,
smoking MJ-1 bomb lift less than 50 feet from his aircraft. There
was also a 4-inch split in the 370-gallon wing tank and fuel was
gushing out. After ascertaining there was no fire, he escorted
the MJ-1 driver to nearest bunker, treated and assessed the
driver for shock, and directed him to remove the JP-8-soaked
chemical suit, If untreated, the jammer driver could have

fuel fumes in the cockpit. They immediately went on oxyger
and continued their landing. After landing the control towe:
notified the crew of Hawk 82 that they were trailing a signifi
cant amount of smoke. The crew exited the runway and per
formed an emergency egress from the aircraft. Fuel was leaking
from the right forward wing glove area. Crash recovery and ¢
disaster control team responded and contained the fuel leal
after the aircraft, lost approximately 10,000 Ibs of fuel. The
bird had struck the aircraft, dislodging a piece of aircraft shee
metal which penetrated the #1 main fuel tank. The exemplary
adherence to emer-
gency procedures
' by the crew of Hawk
82 resulted in the
safe recovery of air-
craft and crew.

suffered severe reactions from the JP-8 fuel. He then im-
mediately proceeded back to the aircraft to secure the area
and shut down two light carts eliminating a possible ignition
source for the spilled jet fuel. SSgt Dury then directed six
other individuals in the local area to cordon off the spill and
establish a fuel stream barrier, halting the spread of approxi-
mately 300 gallons of JP-8 that already covered a 75-by- 30
foot area. Base Safety, Quality Assurance, and senior base
leadership evaluated accident reactions and found post mis-
hap response to be flawless and timely — an overall impec-
cable operation. After containing the fuel spill, SSgt Dury
coordinated the collection of 500 contaminated soak-up
pads. Cool and level-headed under extreme pressure, he
directed the emergency operation while maintaining strict
adherence to Environmental Protection Agency, Air Force,
and wing instructions. His incredible composure and im-
mediate response prevented an environmental disaster anc
a potential fatality.

SSgt David J. Dury, 336th Aircraft Maintenance Sqdn.,
366th Fighter Wing, Mountain Home AFB, Idaho



production supervisor, weapons personnel, and fuel cell
personnel, were called to the location and performed mi-

GrOund S afet nor maintenance on the pylon. The aircraft taxied back to
y EOR for takeoff a second time where SSgt Sullivan

reaccomplished the EOR check for the Fiber Optic Towed

Decoy pod. At this time, SSgt Sullivan witnessed the pylon

leak for the second time and determined that it was detri-

mental to aircrew and aircraft safety. He again notified EOR

Sgt Sullivan detected a fuel leak on an F-15E while con-  personnel. The mission aborted and the pylon was rein-

ducting an end of runway (EOR) check on the Advanced spected. It was discovered that there were several severed

Programs centerline pylon and Fiber Optic Towed Decoy pod.  fuel hoses and cracked internal connections that could only

Noticing an excessive fuel leak dripping onto the pod, he be detected when the pylon was pressurized. Attention to

notified EOR personnel who in turn called in a RED STREAK  detail and his belief that something was incorrect saved hu-
and returned the aircraft to its parking location. The flightline  man lives and Air Force assets in excess of $31.1M.

SSgt Jerome M. Sullivan, 16th Electronic Warfare Sqdn.,
53rd Wing, Eglin AFB, Florida

GCU regulates high voltage, limits fault currents and power,

4 ° and provides fault protection. Upon closer inspection of
Fll htllne Safety the area, he noticed two more loose screws on a segond
GCU and several loose screws on an access panel shield-

ing high voltage equipment. SrA Grunert immediately in-

formed his instructor and the flight engineer of the problem.

The flight engineer determined the aircraft unsafe to fly

uniess the problem was corrected. Ground maintenance

was contacted and was able to replace both GCU’s and
rA Grunert reported for a local training mission, which was secure the access panel prior to the scheduled takeoff time.

scheduled to fly reconnaissance over the Southeastern If these metal parts had fallen off the GCU, they would have
United States. After his normal Computer Display Maintenance made contact with high-power terminal connectors directly
Technician preflight, SrA Grunert proceeded into the lower com- beneath. This would have triggered the terminals to short,

partment of the aircraft for some advanced communications causing arcing, sparks, smoke, and fumes. SrA Grunert utilized
training. While in the lower compartment, he noticed a loose and applied proper crew resource management techniques to
screw on the handle of a Generator Control Unit (GCU). A break the chain of events to prevent a possible mishap.

SrA Eric M. Grunert, 963rd Airborne Air Control Sqdn.,
552nd Air Control Wing, Tinker AFB, Oklahoma
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Pilot Safety

he sortie was briefed as a 4v5 with one additional dedicated

striker Blue Air OCA sortie, with Lt Col O’Mara as Number 3
in the formation. Preflight, start, taxi, and takeoff were all un-
eventful. Weather was skies clear, with light winds. The plan
was for a 10 second interval take off and rejoin to spread con-
tainer en route formation to the airspace. Shortly after takeoff,
Lt Col O’'Mara noticed something wrong with his right wing.
There was a panel sticking up 2 inches into the airstream. Flight

Weapons Safety

Sgt Thetford, an Additional Duty Weapons Safety Representa-

tive (ADWSR), maintains an outstanding weapons safety pro-
gram in the 3rd Combat Communications Group (3 CCG) for the
32nd Combat Communications Squadron (32 CCS). When he
took control of the ADWSR program responsibilities, he made im-
mediate changes in the program’s process. After receiving ADWSR
training, he completely rebuilt the unit weapons safety book. He
did not stop there. SSgt Thetford quickly realized his program’s

SSgt Russell Thetford, 32nd Combat Communications Sqdn.,
3rd Combat Communications Group, Tinker AFB, Oklahoma
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controls were performing normally, and Lt Col O’'Mara
elected to slow to 250 knots and get a battle damage check
performed on him by his wingman. During the battle dam-
age check, Number 4 found the panel above the right flap
to be bent up into the airstream. Lt Col O’Mara proceeded
to dump fuel to a weight which allowed for a safe landing
and performed a controllability check. He determined that
the bent panel may affect the ability of the flaps to lower
and retract and elected to perform a no-flap approach and
landing. Lt Col O’Mara performed a flawless approach and
landing, easily stopping within the available landing distance,
even though the no-flap condition required a faster than
normal approach and less ability to aerobrake the jet. Lt
Col O'Mara’s quick reactions and smart decision making
quickly defused a potentially serious aircraft malfunction and
saved an invaluable combat asset.

_Lt Col Raymond P. O’Mara, 27th Fighter Sqdn.,
1st Fighter Wing, Langley AFB, Virginia

potentially hazardous nature and conducted a mishap risk
assessment on the squadron’s explosive licensed facility
eliminating several hazards. SSgt Thetford’s seemingly lim-
itless knowledge of the weapons program has been instru-
mental in the zero mishap rates for not only the 32 CCS,
but also the entire 3 CCG. During the latest safety assis-
tance visit, SSgt Thetford was recognized by 12 AF/SEW
as a highly knowledgeable and an outstanding ADWSR.
When any of the 5 squadrons in the 3 CCG prepares to
deploy with  weapons, SSgt Thetford leads the way. SSgt
Thetford is instrumental in the Herd's ability to safely de-
ploy, and ex-
emplifies the
332 CCS
motto, “We
Cover the
World."
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Cold Can Hurt! By Julie Shelley, Fort Rucker, Ala.
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Mishap Statistics Scoreboard

FYO04 Aircraft

Aircraft Destroyed

As of December 31, 2003

8 AF

9 AF

12 AF

AWFC

* - _F\O-1

ANG

{ACC-gained)

AFRC

(ACC-gained)

FY04 Ground

As of December 31, 2003

Class A
1 0
2 0
4 0
1 0

FY04 Weapons

As of December 31, 2003

Class A Clasé B
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 1

Aircraft Notes

Kudos for a safe December. Despite an
RQ-1 Class A, this CY 4th quarter (Oct to Dec) had
the fewest Class As since 1999. Well done! Con-
tinue to be involved safety leaders and use ORM to
keep up the good work. ACT: Assess the risk, Con-
sider the benefit, Take appropriate action. Here’s
an example: You have a tough upgrade certifica-
tion ride and the weather is not great. It's legal, but
not VFR. Now your IP is single radio, your
wingman’s radar is intermittent, and Number 4 is
jumping to a spare. Any one of these issues is work-
able, but as they add up, it gets tougher to take a
step back and make a smart decision. I’s the pro-
verbial snowball. Don't let it roll over you before
you call, “Number One for takeoff” ACT! Check
yourself before you wreck yourself. Fly Safe!

Ground Notes

ACC experienced four PMV4 mishaps and one
PMV2 mishap during the month of December. Two
of the PMV4 mishaps involved head-on collisions
and in both mishaps, the individuals crossed the
centerline and collided with vehicles traveling in the
opposite direction. The other two PMV4 mishaps
involved vehicles being broadsided by another
vehicle. In the first mishap, the Air Force member
ran a red traffic light and was broadsided. In the
other case, a civilian ran a red traffic light and
broadsided an Air Force member. The PMV2 mis-
hap occurred when the individual lost control of his
motorcycle, was ejected, then struck by a pickup
traveling in the opposite direction.

Weapons Notes

As another year begins, and we start to look
ahead and prepare for new challenges, let us re-
flect on last year and what we did well and the ar-
eas that need improvement.

Class A - Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage $1,000,000 or more

Class B - Permanent Partial Disability; Property Damage between $200,000 and $1,000,000
and $200,000

Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20,000
* Non-rate Producing

Symbols for Mishap Aircratt

T AL A

A-10 F-16 B-2
+ 4 &« 4=
RQ-1 QF-4 HH-60 F-15 RQ-4 T-38
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Under the able command of then Col Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., the well-trained
and highly motivated 332nd Fighter Group crews overcame obstacles posed
by segregation and established an amazing combat record. They flew

15,500 missions, destroyed over 260 enemy aircraft, sank 1 enemy
destroyer, and demolished numerous enemyjigstallations. These Airmen
also established am enviable reco%ot 1I'd§ing a single bomber {o

ion they.saw. This feat washit
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