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ﬂsxergm‘feehng in the plt of your stomach
that you're getting into a bad situation? You look around
and get clue after clue that things just aren’t quite right ...

By CWa3 Bill Barfknecht Fort Eustis, Va.
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Old Faithful The big ugly has been around for 50 years and is slated to fly for another 40...





Id faithful ... it's the best
way to describe Mr.
Boeing’s venerable B-52.
The Big Ugly has been fly-
ing for over 50 years and
slated to fly for another 40. Al-
though technological advances
have given the Combat Air Force
newer assets such as the B-2
and the F/A-22, the B-52 is and
will be an integral part of our ar-
senal for another generation. It
is obvious to all those who watch
CNN or study history that the

Buff brings powerful elements of
firepower and psychological war-
fare to bear upon the enemy.
Those fortunate enough to fly the
B-52 are reassured to know that
not only will you get the job done,
but the old lady will get you home.

On 30 March 2003, we took
off from the Forward Operating
Location (FOL) known as “Dog-
wood 30” on an interdiction sor-
tie over central Irag. Our crew
consisted of senior instructors;
four of the five were former Fly-
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ing Training Unit instructors,
three of which were USAF
Weapons School Graduates.
Although this was our first Op-
eration IRAQI FREEDOM com-
bat mission, we were all inti-
mately familiar with the Area of
Operation (AOR). Combined,
we had over 9,000 B-52 and 700
combat hours experience in the
airplane. On this day, we
planned, briefed, and arrived at
the jet to preflight our 27 MK-82s
and 12 GBU-31V1 Joint
Direct Attack Munitions
(JDAMs). We were to
drop on our JDAM targets
in Baghdad, and then we
were to roll into an alert in-
terdiction mission with our
500-pound MK-82s.

The aircraft mainte-
nance forms identified the
#7 engine was shut down
on the previous flight, and
the Offensive Avionics
System (OAS), our navi-
gation and bombing com-
puter, experienced a
Radar Interface Unit
problem. Maintenance
checked out both systems
and found no problems.
Both of these pieces of in-
formation became very
important later.

As with most safety
incidents, the chain
started with something ex-
ceptionally simple. Fol-
lowing the first of three
planned air refuelings, the
#7 engine flamed out. (It
was later determined the
fuel control unit failed.)
We attempted a restart
but we were unsuccess-
ful. The loss of this par-
ticular engine resulted in
a loss -of one of our four
generators and one of the
hydraulic pumps. The re-
maining generators still
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met our go/no-go criteria with vir-
tually no limitations to the electri-
cal system. Since the engine did
not seize, windmilling hydraulics
provided ample hydraulic pres-
sure to the outboard spoilers,
minimizing the control problem of
an outboard engine being shut
down. The loss of thrust provided
the first opportunity for the crew
to implement Operational Risk
Management (ORM). In addition
to passing the official Mission
Equipment Subsystems List for
employment, we also gave it our
ORM sanity check. The Buff has
outstanding redundant capabili-
ties with only small limitations.
With seven engines still providing
full thrust, to drop 12 externally
carried GBU31V1 JDAMs from
over 35,000 feet, the thrust-to-
drag ratio is greatly decreased. In
light of this, the crew identified and
discussed several factors before
pressing with the attack. After ad-
dressing all concerns, and identi-
fying ways to mitigate their pos-
sible impacts, the crew unani-
mously elected to continue. After
the second air refueling, we en-
tered the AOR. As we checked in
with AWACS, the controller in-
formed us our Suppression of
Enemy Air Defense (SEAD) pack-
age, of EA-6Bs and F-16CJs, was
cancelled.

Once again the crew ran the
ORM decision matrix. The exper-
tise and experience of our Elec-
tronic Warfare Officer, the capa-
bilities of the Buff’s electronic suite
against the anticipated threats,
and the lack of previous radar
engagements since the war be-
gan drove our decision to press
on.

Through our Night Vision
Goggles and low-light television
system, it seemed like the Fourth
of July outside, because there
were tracers everywhere below
us. We completed our checklists

on the way to the JDAM targets,
which were southeast of
Baghdad International Airport.
The Initial Point to target run-in
was very quiet. Everyone knew
what to do, working synergisti-
cally as a crew. The navigator
updated the headings to the
JDAMs Launch Acceptability
Region, while the pilots identified
and maneuvered for missiles

Aplane ikethe B-52
can get the combat mission done successfully

run, briefed it, and turned to pros-
ecute. Since the forms had a
write-up about a Radar Interface
Unit problem, the radar naviga-
tor knew the OAS might not au-
tomatically release our weapons.
The telltale sign is the bomb doors
won’t open when they should.
With this in mind, he watched the
doors light like a hawk. Sure
enough, the doors didn’'t open.

and without compromising safety

and anti-aircraft artillery off our
9 o’clock position. The only
sound came from jet noise and
the constant strike frequency ra-
dio chatter.

On the bomb run, we de-
feated multiple ballistic surface to
air missile launches while releas-
ing all 12 JDAMs on the Republi-
can Guard Medina division. As the
offense team monitored the threat
rings we were flying through, the
copilot saw a missile at our 4
o’clock. He saw the booster, and
he saw that it was turning toward
us. He then called out a second
missile. The Electronic Warfare
Officer said, “We're being targeted
by an SA-3” This was where pre-
strike analysis of the 7-engine per-
formance characteristics paid
huge dividends. To max perform
the airplane, we used a larger alti-
tude block than normal, maneu-
vering in the vertical and the hori-
zontal. There’s only so much you
can do with a 2-G rated airplane.

After defeating the threat, we
rolled into our alert interdiction
close air patrol area and were di-
rected via 9-line to deliver our in-
ternal load on an ammo storage
area. Once we plotted the coordi-
nates, we saw the target was back
inside the Baghdad threat com-
plex. We fragged out our bomb

He opened the doors manually
and grabbed the pickle switch.
When the bombing system read
zero seconds to go, he pickled off
the bombs. Again, proper coor-
dination among the crew and an-
ticipation of potential malfunctions
ensured flawless execution.

As we headed south for our
last air refueling, the #8 engine
oil pressure dropped to zero forc-
ing us to shut it down. We were
now 12 hours into the sortie and
facing 2-engine out, night air re-
fueling in the weather. Despite
this, we performed the 6-engine
air refueling taking on the 100,000
pounds of fuel required to recover
at the FOL.

Post air refueling, we ran
through the required emergency
procedures and reviewed the
flight control and thrust consider-
ations for landing a 6-engine air-
craft. Comfortable with our roles
and responsibilities regarding the
landing, we coordinated for the
emergency landing, and at some-
time past the 15-hour point,
landed uneventfully. Our memo-
rable 16-hour combat mission
highlighted how ORM, crew co-
ordination, and a plane. like the
B-52 can get the combat mission
done successfully and without
compromising safety.

11

The Combat Edge

June 2004




I lost my RIO By Lt Geoff Vickers a passenger on an incentive ride ejects from an inverted F-14
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The SetUp
SOUTH CAROLINA ANG --

TSgt Ken Bass helps assemble a
mobile tower during a field exercise

Photo by SMSgt Edward Snyder
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Scanning the Horizon

SOUTHWEST ASIA--
SrA James McGregor scans the
horizon for potential threats, preparing
for a convoy operation

Photo by Capt Tom Knowles

ROYAL AIR FORCE, ENGLAND--
[ "™ A1C Miranda Mikkelson slices sheets
g B 4 of aluminum on a square sheet

Photo by A1C Franklin J. Perkins
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monthly award winners aircrew safety award of distinction
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Ground Safety Award of Distinction
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Pilot Safety Award of Distinction
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Monthly Award Winners Weapons Safety Award of Distinction
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Unit Safety Award of Distinction




User
Typewritten Text
Crew Chief Safety Award of Distinction
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va-oomph barbecuing 101 how i nearly burnt the forest down! by bob van elsberg fort rucker ala
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BarbecuingTips

Traditional Briquette Grills:

Read and follow the manufacturer’s instructions for your grill.

Place the grill in an open area outdoors. Keep it away from buildings, shrubbery, and dry
vegetation — 10 feet is a good measure. Also, make sure it's not in the way of pedestrian traffic.

Do not use a grill on top of or underneath any surface that will burn, such as a porch or carport.
The wooden deck attached to your house is NOT a good place to barbecue.

Never move a lighted grill indoors, regardless of the weather or your appetite for thick, juicy
hamburgers. Opening a window or garage door or using a fan might not reduce carbon
monoxide to safe levels.

Do not build a charcoal fire in an indoor fireplace. The briquettes do not produce a fire hot
enough to draw the combustion products up the chimney. As a result, poisonous carbon
monoxide can remain in the room.

Use starter fluids designed for your grill. Place the can and matches away from the grill. NEVER
use gasoline to light a grill.

Never leave a lighted grill unattended.
Keep children and pets away from a hot grill,

If the coals start to wane or are slow to catch, fan them or use dry kindling or rolled-up newspa-
per to give them a boost. Adding liquid fuel could result in a flash fire.

Gas Grills:

Have your igniter ready when you turn on the grill so-the gas doesn't build up and possibly
cause a flash burn or explosion.

If the burner doesn'’t ignite quickly, shut off the valves, leave the lid open and allow the grill to air
out for several minutes before you try to light it again. This will avoid a buildup of explosive gases-

Store the gas cylinder outside and be sure the gas is turned off at the tank to prevent accidental
ignitions. Check the connections frequently for leaks using a soap-and-water mixture. Escaping
gas will appear as bubbles. If you see any, tighten the connections or call a professional to repair
the grill.

Clean the metal venturi tubes annually.

Have the tank filled by a qualified dealer — over-filling can be dangerous.
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Nellis AFB Nev.
warm up to win by SeA Michael D. Brooks
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Mishap Statistics Scoreboard

Aircraft Notes

A non-rate producing F-15 test cell engine FOD
that occurred in March brought the ACC Class A total
to five for FY04. The delayed report highlights an is-

FYO04 Aircraft As of April 30, 2004

Aircraft Aircraft
Destroyed Damaged

8 AF ,ﬁg | sue raised at the ACC Safety Conference here at Lan-
gley in March 04. Wing Safety needs to help keep our
9 AF maintenance and logistics folks informed on the re-
=l porting requirements of AFI 91-223. Here's a quick

12 AF A ' review of what is reportable by class:
Class A: Damage $1million or more or destroyed

AWFC +_{E_ aircraft or fatality / permanent total disability
i Class B: Damage from $200,000 to $1 million,

ANG ‘ permanent disability, or hospitalization of 3 or
(ACC-gained) more personnel

AFRC ; Class C: Damage from $20,000 to $200,000,
(ACC-gained) lost work day or permanent change of job
Class D: Nuclear, Space, guided missile
explosives and chemical agents, directed energy,
afloat, motor vehicle, off-duty military, and ground
FY and industrial occurrences, $2,000 to $20,000,

04 Grou nd As of April 30, 2004 or non-fatal injury

Class E: HATRs, HAPs, physiological events,
bird and wildlife strikes, propulsion-related
events, flight control-related events, miscella-
neous events like in-flight fires, fuel leaks and spills

Class A Class B

2 0
- Check yourself before you wreck yourself. Fly safe!
4 1
Ground Notes
6 0 :

ACC has experienced 13 Class A mishaps so
1 0 | far this fiscal year. Eleven involved motor vehicles and
- : two were sports and recreation vehicles. This is a 24
percent reduction over past year's total of 17 Class A
mishaps. A common thread that is a contributing fac-
tor in most of this year's mishaps is self-discipline.
FY04 Weapons As of April 30, 2004 Many of the mishaps involved the use of alcohol and

speed.

Weapons Notes

It's been a very busy quarter in ACC for weap-
0 ons mishaps. We dropped 19 chaff/flare mods out of

the back of a trailer, slid a missile off of a launcher
0 onto the ramp, destroyed two sub-scale drones and
4

Class A

Class B

applied power to an AGM-65 with a dust cap installed
in the umbilical, resulting in electrical damage to the
missile. Three of the five mishaps were a result of
personnel error and could have been prevented. Use
your tech data!

o |O | O

Symbols for Mishap Aircraft
Class A - Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage $1,000,000 or more + A +
Class B - Permanent Partial Disability; Property Damage between $200,000 and $1,000,000

B-1 F-16 B-2 U-2 E-4

Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20.000 and $200,000 2l
* Non-rate Producing ‘ | 4 * N 4
RQ-1 QF-4 HH-60 F-15 RQ-4 T-38
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“You’ve got to ask yourself a question, Do | feel lucky?”
~Harry Callahan

Summer Warriors, work hard, play hard, but don’t leave it up

to luck, “get to know your limitations.” In 2003, there were 223
sports and recreational mishaps resulting in: 1,755 days on
quarters, and 232 days in the hospital costing the Air Force
nearly 10 million dollars in medical and associated expenses.
Lost days due to sports and recreational injuries put a strain

on everyone because your workload doesn’t go away when
you’re not there to do it. Summer sports and recreational activi-
ties help build friendships and memories that can last a lifetime;
make them good ones.





