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t was a great day for shooting.
My friend and I had spent
the afternoon at the County
Municipal Gun Range. |
dropped him off at his girlfriend’s house
downtown and I headed back to base.
When | got home I did what any gun
owner does after a day of plinking and
target practice — [ cleaned my weapons.
After I had prepared my workbench in
the garage and was about to start wiping
down my OId Russian bolt action rifle,
my cell phone rang. It was my shooting
partner. He calmly asked me if I had
cleaned my guns yet. 1 said I was just
about to start. He calmly told me to be
extra careful when I cleaned my pistol,
and | could hear the strain in his voice
start to crack. He held back a mixture of
emotion, disappointment, and fear as he
told me his story. When he got home, he
too decided to clean his semiautomatic
pistol. His particular model requires
him to load a magazine clip ... an un-
loaded one ... prior to disassembling
the weapon. He loaded an “empty” clip
as he had done dozens of times before,
operated the slide, released the hammer,
and was surprised by the deafening roar
of a .40 caliber Smith and Wesson round
being discharged. The experience of an
accidental discharge is enough to make
any gun enthusiast feel sick to their
stomach. Coupled with the fact that he
was cleaning this “unloaded” gun in his
girlfriend’s living room, and there were
guests in the house makes for a pretty
frightening scenario. The bullet trav-
eled through one wall and stopped in

an exterior wall of the house. Luckily
no one was injured in the house or sur-
rounding neighborhood. Of course, no
one who deals with guns for sporting,
pleasure, or as part of their profession
ever wishes to rely on luck when it
comes to gun safety.

My friend, a fellow crew chief
who had been my troop in the past,
was a trusted shooting enthusiast, and
he respected the Ten Commandments
of Firearm Safety as I did. He too was
raised to believe that every gun is to be
treated as if it were loaded; you never
pointed a weapon at anything you did
not intend to shoot; you did not shoot
anything you did not intend on killing.
That is not a misprint. My father and
grandfather both emphasized to me the
most cardinal rule of gun safety: treat
every gun as if it is loaded. The gun
you just emptied at a target: is loaded.
The bolt action rifle that you just took
a shot at a trophy deer with: is /oaded.
The pistol you are about to disassemble
and clean: is /oaded. No person has
ever been accidentally killed by an
unioaded gun; only guns they assumed
were unloaded. We always assume
that it is the novice or new shooter that
makes basic mistakes in gun safety, but
we learn as with all aspects of safety
on and off duty: the Grim Reaper will
always capitalize on the complacency
of experienced individuals.

So what can we do to protect
ourselves and others when handling
firearms? We can follow the Ten Com-
mandments of Firearm Safety.
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ocked and loaded ...

the way it should be,”

declared a gun owner,

as he showed his Be-

retta .40-caliber hand-
gun to guests at his home for a barbecue
and birthday party.

The homeowner had taken the
guests on a tour of his residence. While
in the master bedroom, he took out his
handgun and showed everyone the clip

was full of hollow-point bullets. He
then put one of the bullets into the cham-
ber and walked out on the patio to where
other guests were gathered, including a
PO3 who was sitting on the patio stoop.
While standing in the doorway
messing with his gun, the owner started
pointing it around. When he aimed it at
the Petty Officer 3rd Class (PO3), she
told him not to, but, about 5 seconds
later, the gun accidentally discharged.
The round hit her upper right thigh and
traveled into her lower abdominal area
before exiting through the left buttock.
Alcohol was present at the party.
In fact, the PO3 said when she first met
the homeowner at the barracks, he had
appeared to be very intoxicated — a fact
borne out in his 0.132 BAC. He pleaded
guilty to a misdemeanor violation of pos-

sessing and handling a firearm while
under the influence of alcohol. He also
was charged with a gross misdemeanor
of aiming and discharging a firearm at
a human being where a person might
be endangered.

This mishap demonstrates that
drinking and driving isn’t the only mix
that doesn’t work; booze and firearms
are another. As noted in the mishap re-
port, “As long as our people continue

to use alcohol and irresponsibly expose
themselves and others to hazardous sit-
uations, we will continue to see these
types of unnecessary incidents.”

In a separate case, another PO3
was trying to free a round that was
jammed in the slide of his roommate’s
.25-caliber pistol. He pulled back the
slide, which, in turn, repositioned the
round, and the gun discharged. The
bullet hit the PO3’s foot, and he lost
4 workdays. He also spent 30 days
on light duty and required physical
therapy.. The victim was counseled
on the importance of never trying to
clear a loaded weapon indoors and al-
ways knowing exactly where a gun is
pointed.

Here are some other tips to re-
member when handling firearms:

« Assume they are loaded until
proven otherwise.

» Never clean a weapon while it’s
loaded.

» Ensure the safety devices are
engaged. Remember the saying, “If
you see red, you’re dead.” This state-

ment refers to the red color on most

safety mechanisms. A red dot or red
switch usually indicates safety locks
are off.

+ Stay alert while cleaning a
weapon. Fatigue plays a big role in
any evolution. For example, you never
would want to get in your car and drive
a long distance without being well
rested. The same principle applies to
handling weapons.

« Read the instructions, mentally
review safety precautions, and take
classes on weapons handling.

» Never take a gun for granted.

Whether you use a gun for recre-
ation or on the job, planning is the key
to avoiding mishaps. The solution may
be as simple as asking for help or using
the right safety equipment. Take time
to evaluate the precautions and risks of
a task before you start it. B
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ehicle accidents are
the leading cause
of death for people
ages 16-21. Accord-
ing to the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety, 42,636
people died in motor vehicle crashes in
2004:; 13 percent or 5,610 of those fatali-
ties were teenagers. Those 5,610 teens
will never know what it’s like to become
a mother. father, grandparent, or get the
chance to hold a grandson/daughter in
their arms. 1t’s senseless but unmistak-
ably real. One contributor to this grow-
ing problem is illegal street racing.
lllegal street racing has recently
drawn national attention from the three
popular “Fast and Furious™ movies. |Il-
legal street racing, as featured in films,
is both popular and incredibly danger-
ous. In 2001. the National Highway
Traftic Satety Administration (NHTSA)
reported that police listed street racing as
a factor in 135 ftatal crashes. This total

is up from 72 street racing-related fa-
talities reported in 2000. Unfortunately,
people die everyday because there are
those who believe it is “cool’” or “fun”
1o illegally race cars on public streets.
Some people might say, “Street
racing isn’t that big in my town,” or
“] don’t have to worry; my kids would
never do that.” You might want to
think again because illegal street rac-
ing is more common than what you may
think. For example, in 1999, the Florida
Department of Highway and Safety for
Motor Vehicles reported 28 accidents re-
lated to illegal street racing, resulting in
two fatalities and 27 injuries. In 2000,
the same agency reported 39 racing ac-
cidents, resulting in one fatality and 55
injuries — an increase of 39 percent. In

2002, there were 48 racing accidents,
resulting in one fatality and 60 injuries:
an increase of 71 percent as compared
to 1999. Another example is San Di-
ego, California.

In 2001, it reported

290 cases prosecuted for illegal street
racing, up from 147 cases in 1999; an
increase of 97 percent. A total of 7,216
citations were given to motorists for il-
legally racing on the highways in 2001.
Of these citations, how many teens do
you think went running to their parents
to let them know f¥they were street
racing? | would guess it is pretty safe
to say that the number is pretty close to
zero. Unfortunately, the first time some
parents find out their child is involved
in illegal street racing is when they’re
notified that their young one was killed
or injured in a “racing mishap” like the
ones listed above.

What can you expect if you get
caught street racing? Penalties vary
from state to state and are consistently
changing because of the dangers in-
volved with street racing. Currently,
in California, if a driver is engaged in
illegal street racing and causes bodily
injury to another person, that driver can
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Aircraft Notes

ACC had zero Class As this month. We wrap up the
year with the lowest Class A rate in ACC/TAC his-
tory going back to 1980! It is critical that we ask
ourselves what made our programs safer and how
we can improve them. If you think you were just
lucky, then ask why. Find the nuggets that keep
your unit safe. Review your approach to ORM,
leadership, and personal accountability. There is
more to it than LUCK. Safety belongs to you! Find
out what it takes, and then share the news.

ACC had a banner year for ground mishaps. The
command ended the year with 14 Class A mis-
haps, a reduction of six over last year’s 20. This
figure is the lowest number of Class A mishaps the
command has had. Unfortunately, we still lost 14
valuable Airmen. We must keep the trend going.
We cannot afford to lose one more person from the
command.

Weapons Notes

Our weapons safety mishap rates are on track to
be one of our best years ever. If we continue on
this path, we will have gone 5 consecutive years
without a Class A and all categories will decrease
from past year's averages. Bottomline, your efforts
are reaping results. Although we've had a great
year, we can still improve. Our nemesis continues
to be not following technical data. The best way
to correct this is to get out and observe explosive
operations and ensure our Airmen are being trained
properly and operations are being conducted IAW
applicable guidelines. Now, more than ever we
need to protect every Airman and every piece of
equipment in the AF inventory to ensure combat
capability is maintained at its peak. In the weapons
safety arena, our best tool to assist in this effort, is
technical data ... ALWAYS follow it!

Class A - Permanent Total Disability; Property Damage $1,000,000 or more

Symbols for Mishap Aircraft

Class B - Permanent Partial Disability: Property Damage between $200,000 and $1,000,000 i A 4‘ A * t

Class C - Lost Workday; Property Damage between $20,000 and $200,000
** Non-rate Producing
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